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1. Introduction 

1.1 This Heritage Impact Assessment has been prepared to consider the impact of the 

demolition of a number of buildings at the Glynllifon College Farm, together with the 

erection of a new livestock shed and milking parlour, and the demolition of existing dairy 

farm building and cow shed, removal of two existing slurry tanks, construction of a 

silage clamp and dry manure store, internal access road together with associated 

works.  It is also proposed to convert of the existing calf shed / workshop / barn to 

offices and welfare facilities, together with a number of other proposals at the 

application site but these will form a potential future stage of development (Phase II).   

The application site lies to the northeast of Plas Glynllifon in Gwynedd and incorporates 

a number of listed buildings, as well as being immediately adjacent to a scheduled 

monument. 

1.2 The relevant guidance states that Heritage Impact Assessments should be 

proportionate to the proposal and significance of any heritage assets that could be 

affected by the proposal.  The application site incorporates ten listed buildings, is in 

close proximity to a further listed building, immediately adjacent to a scheduled 

monument, is partly within the Glynllifon Conservation Area, is within the Glynllifon 

registered historic park and garden (Grade I), and partly within the identified area for 

the garden and pleasure grounds.  The listed buildings within the application site are 

as follows, and all are Grade II listed: 

• Two parallel farmyard ranges to the NE corner of Glynllifon College Farm 

• Cartshed and attached range on SE side of upper farmyard at Glynllifon College 

Farm 

• Former farm office at Glynllifon College Farm 

• Pair of haybarns in centre of upper farmyard at Glynllifon College Farm 

• Dovecote and attached range to left at SE of farmyards at Glynllifon College Farm 

• Former cowhouse to SW side of upper farmyard at Glynllifon College Farm 

• Tall barn between upper and lower farmyards at Glynllifon College Farm 

• Northern range to lower farmyard, including attached cross range to east at 

Glynllifon College Farm 

• Parallel farm ranges and linked arched entrance into lower farmyard at Glynllifon 

College Farm 

• L shaped range of farm buildings, including walled enclosure to south at Glynllifon 

College Farm 



Heritage Impact Assessment 
 

Page 2 of 33 

Cadnant Planning 
Planning & Development Consultants I Ymgynghorwyr Cynllunio a Datblygu 

 

1.3 The scheduled monument is immediately adjacent to the application site boundary on 

the western side, and is a standing stone thought to date from the Bronze Age.  The 

listed building that is outside the application site is situated to the southwest and is 

described as a fountain pool including iron pipe in Coed y Terrace Wood, SW of the 

farm (Grade II).  There are also curtilage structures within the application site.  The 

proposals have the potential to impact on the setting of these historic assets. 

1.4 The proposed offices and welfare facilities will be within two of the listed buildings, the 

two parallel farmyard ranges to the NE corner of Glynllifon College Farm, and the 

cartsheds and attached range on the SE side of the upper farmyard.  The proposals 

therefore have to potential to impact on the character and fabric of these listed 

buildings.  It is noted that the conversion of these outbuildings would be part of the 

potential second phase of development.   

1.5 There will be no impact on the fabric of any of the other listed buildings, although the 

setting of some does have the potential to be affected, as does the Historic Park and 

Garden and Conservation Area.  Grade I Historic Parks and Gardens are ones which, 

by reason of their historic layout, features and architectural ornaments considered 

together, make them of exceptional interest. 

1.6 This document considered the potential impact of the proposal on the relevant historic 

assets. 
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2. Legislation, planning policy and guidance 

2.1 The key relevant legislation which relates to the historic environment in Wales is set 

out in the following: 

• Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016; 

• Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990; and 

• Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

2.2 The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is also relevant. 

 National planning policy  

Planning Policy Wales Edition 11, 2021 

2.3 This sets out the national planning framework for Wales and paragraphs 6.1 to 6.1.32 

relate to the historic environment, setting out the Welsh Government’s objectives in 

relation to this. Paragraph 6.1.5 states: 

“The planning system must take into account the Welsh Government’s objectives to 

protect, conserve, promote and enhance the historic environment as a resource for the 

general well-being of present and future generations. The historic environment is a 

finite, non-renewable and shared resource and a vital and integral part of the historical 

and cultural identity of Wales. It contributes to economic vitality and culture, civic pride, 

local distinctiveness and the quality of Welsh life. The historic environment can only be 

maintained as a resource for future generations if the individual historic assets are 

protected and conserved”.   

National planning guidance 

2.4 Planning Policy Wales is supplemented by guidance contained in Technical Advice 

Note 24: The Historic Environment and best practice guidance on the historic 

environment published by Cadw. 

Technical Advice Note 24 The Historic Environment, May 2017 

2.5 The purpose of this Technical Advice Note is to provide guidance on how the planning 

system considers the historic environment during development plan preparation and 

decision making on planning applications that impact on the historic environment. It 
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provides specific guidance on how the various aspects of the historic environment 

should be considered during this process. 

Cadw Guidance 

• Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic 

Environment in Wales, 2001; 

• Managing Scheduled Monuments in Wales, November 2018; 

• Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales, May 2017; 

• Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, May 2017; 

• Managing Change to Listed Buildings in Wales, May 2017; 

• Managing Changes to Registered Historic Parks and Gardens in Wales; 

• Managing Historic Character in Wales, May 2017;  

• Managing Conservation Areas in Wales, May 2017; and 

• Historic Environment Records in Wales: Compilation and Use (Statutory Guidance), 

May 2017. 

Local planning policy 

2.6 The adopted development plan for the area is the Anglesey and Gwynedd Joint Local 

Development Plan 2011-2026 (adopted 31st July 2017).  The main relevant policies in 

respect of the historic environment are: 

Policy Summary 

Strategic policy PS 5 

Sustainable 

development 

Development will be supported where it is demonstrated that they 

are consistent with the principles of sustainable development.  All 

proposals should meet a number of criteria including: 

5.  Preserve and enhance the quality of the built and historic 

environment assets (including their setting), improving the 

understanding, appreciation of their social and economic 

contribution and sustainable use of them in accordance with 

Strategic Policy PS 20. 

 

Policy PCYFF 3 

Design and place 

shaping 

All proposals will be expected to demonstrate high quality design 

which fully takes into account the natural, historic and built 

environment context and contributes to the creation of attractive, 

sustainable places.  Proposals need to meet a number of criteria 

set out in the policy including: 

2.  It respects the context of the site and its place within the local 

landscape, including its impact on important principal gateways 

into Gwynedd or into Anglesey, its effects on townscape and the 

local historic and cultural heritage and it takes account of the site 

topography and prominent skylines or ridges; 
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Policy PS 20 

Preserving and where 

appropriate enhancing 

heritage assets 

In seeking to support the wider economic and social needs of the 

Plan area, the Local Planning Authorities will preserve and where 

appropriate, enhance its unique heritage assets.  

 

Proposals that will preserve and where appropriate enhance the 

following heritage assets, their setting and significant views into 

and out of the building/area will be granted:  

1. Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other areas of 

archaeological importance (in line with Policy AT 4).  

2. Listed Buildings and their curtilages.  

3. Conservation Areas (in line with Policy AT 1).  

4. Beaumaris Castle and Caernarfon Castle and Town Walls 

World Heritage Sites (in line with Policy AT 1).  

5. Candidate World Heritage Sites.  

6. Registered Historic Landscapes, Parks and Gardens (in line 

with Policy AT 1).  

7. Buildings of architectural/ historic/ cultural merit that are not 

designated or protected (in line with Policy AT 3). 

 

Policy AT 1 

Conservation Areas, 

World Heritage Sites and 

Registered Landscapes, 

Parks and Gardens 

Proposals within or affecting the setting and/ or significant views 

into and out of Conservation Areas, World Heritage Sites and 

Registered Historic Landscapes, Parks and Gardens shown on 

the Constraints Map must, where appropriate, have regard to:  

 

1. Adopted Conservation Area Character Appraisals, 

Conservation Area Plans and Delivery Strategies.  

2. World Heritage Site Management Plans.  

3. The Register of Landscape, Parks and Gardens of Special 

Historic Interest in Wales.  

 

Proposals should be supported by a Heritage Impact Assessment, 

where appropriate. 

 

Policy AT 3 

Locally or regionally 

significant non-

designated heritage 

assets 

Proposals will be required to conserve and seek opportunities to 

enhance buildings, structures and areas of locally or regionally 

significant non-designated heritage assets, which create a sense 

of local character, identity and variation across the Plan area, by: 

 

1. The sympathetic re-use of redundant and under-used historic 

buildings and areas that are consistent with their conservation;  

2. Ensuring that all development within the Plan area’s historic 

public realm, including transport and infrastructure work, is 

sympathetic to the historic environment;  

3. Appropriate siting, massing, form, height, scale, detail and use 

of local materials. 

 

Policy AT 4  

Protection of non-

designated 

archaeological sites and 

their setting 

Proposals which may have a significant adverse impact on sites 

that are of potential national archaeological importance and their 

setting, or are of acknowledged local heritage importance, 

including sites of industrial archaeology that are not scheduled and 

their settings will:  
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1. Be assessed in terms of the intrinsic importance of the ‘site’ and 

the potential extent of harm.  

2. Require, where appropriate, either an archaeological 

assessment and/ or field evaluation by an archaeological body or 

a professionally qualified archaeologist in order to determine the 

archaeological impact of the proposed development before the 

Planning Authority determines the application.  

 

A proposal which affects locally important archaeological remains 

will only be granted if the need for the development overrides the 

significance of the archaeological remains.  

 

Where proposals are acceptable, a condition will be attached to 

the permission stating that no development should take place until 

an agreed programme of archaeological work has taken place. 
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3. The site and context 

3.1 The application site lies on land forming part of the existing farm complex at Coleg 

Glynllifon, and is located north of the existing farmyard and to the east of the Pentre 

Addysg Glynllifon (PAG) building at Glynllifon Estate, which is owned by Gwynedd 

Council but leased long term to Grwp Llandrillo-Menai.  

3.2 The historic Glynllifon Estate is located 0.5km south-east of the community of 

Llandwrog and is approximately 8km south of Caernarfon. The area is rural in character 

with small villages and settlements dispersed amongst agricultural land and 

farmsteads. The villages of Groeslon and Penygroes lie to the north-east and south-

east respectively. Glynllifon Country Park is accessed from the west via the A499, 

through the West Lodge gate. 

3.3 The location of the application site in relation to Plas Glynllifon is identified in Figure 

3.1.  The main house (Plas Glynllifon) is in different ownership to the surrounding land 

which is used by Grwp Llandrillo Menai.  The application site is separated from Plas 

Glynllifon by Coed y Terrace, which comprises established woodland and provides 

screening between the two, and is at a higher level than the main house.  Figure 3.2 

shows the key elements in close proximity to the application site. 

Figure 3.1 Aerial image showing location of the application site 

 

3.4 The land that forms the application site incorporates the existing farm buildings and an 

area of land to the north of this.  It is proposed to erect the new livestock shed and 

milking parlour on the land to the north of the existing farm buildings.  This land is 

generally level, is fenced off, and used for agricultural purposes.  Figure 3.3 contains a 

photograph looking north across the site of the proposed dairy shed.  An existing track 
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runs north from the farmyard to the northeast through the fields.  The application site 

as a whole is located within the Grade I listed  Glynllifon registered historic park and 

garden, with part of the site in the existing farmyard being within the garden and 

pleasure grounds. 

Figure 3.2 Plan showing key elements in close proximity to the application site 

 

Figure 3.3 Photograph showing proposed location for dairy shed (looking 

north) 

 

3.5 The farm complex contains a combination of historic and modern farm buildings, spread 

over two historic farmyards, together with a later one to the east of these.  Many of the 

historic buildings are listed, with some having a new use related to the agricultural 

college.  Figures 3.4 to 3.14 contain images of these buildings and the farmyard.  The 
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location of the listed buildings and scheduled monument are shown in Figure 3.15 and 

the list descriptions can be found in Appendix A, and the Scheduled Monument 

description in Appendix B. 

Figure 3.4 Two parallel farmyard ranges to north-east corner of Glynllifon 

College Farm from northwest 

 

Figure 3.5 Two parallel farmyard ranges to north-east corner of Glynllifon 

College Farm from northeast 

 

Figure 3.6 Former farm office  
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Figure 3.7 Photograph showing cartsheds and attached range on south-east 

side of upper farmyard, pair of haybarns in centre of upper farmyard and 

dovecote and attached range to left at south-east corner of farmyards from 

southeast 

 

Figure 3.8 Cartsheds and attached range on south-east side of upper farmyard 
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Figure 3.9 Haybarn (east) 

 

Figure 3.10 Haybarn (west) 

 

Figure 3.11 Metal clad barn proposed for demolition in context with dovecot 

and former cowhouse 
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Figure 3.12 Metal clad barn proposed for demolition from northwest 

 

Figure 3.13 View towards location of proposed dairy shed from two parallel 

farmyard ranges to north-east corner  

 

Figure 3.14 View from proposed dairy shed towards farmyard 
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3.6 As well as the listed buildings and scheduled monument within and close to the 

application site (Figure 3.15), the Historic Environment Record identifies other historic 

assets within, and in the vicinity of this. 

Figure 3.15 Plan showing location of listed buildings and scheduled monument 

 

 

1. Glynllifon standing stone (scheduled monument) 

2. Northern Range to lower farmyard, including attached cross-range to east, at Glynllifon 
College Farm 

3. Parallel Farm Ranges and linking arched entrance into lower farmyard at Glynllifon 
College Farm 

4. L-shaped Range of farm buildings, including walled enclosure to south, at Glynllifon 
College Farm 

5. Tall Barn between upper and lower farmyards at Glynllifon College Farm 

6. Former Farm Office at Glynllifon College Farm  

7. Pair of Hay-barns in centre of upper farmyard at Glynllifon College Farm 

8. Former Cowhouse to south-west side of upper farmyard at Glynllifon College Farm 

9. Dovecote and attached range to left at south-east corner of farmyards at Glynllifon 
College Farm 
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10. Cartsheds and attached range on south-east side of upper farmyard at Glynllifon College 
Farm 

11. Two parallel farmyard ranges to north-east corner of Glynllifon College Farm 

3.7 As well as the listed buildings and scheduled monument within and close to the 

application site, the Historic Environment Record identifies other historic assets within, 

and in the vicinity of this (Table 3.1).  All the historic assets listed below are evidenced 

by geophysical survey work1 carried out in relation to the previous college development 

to the northwest of the application site. 

Table 3.1 HER entries (excluding listed buildings and scheduled monuments) 

Reference Description In application 

site? 

PRN97032 Early 18th Century field boundary – bank and 

ditches 

Yes 

PRN97034 Early 18th Century field boundary – bank and 

ditches 

Yes 

PRN97040 Possible field boundary of 18th Century date Yes 

PRN97041 Tree boles and pits associated with a field boundary Yes 

PRN97050 Possible pits or natural features Yes 

PRN97054 Small unknown oval features of unknown date or 

origin 

No 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Glynllifon College Development Archaeological Assessment Phase 2: Geophysical Survey, Hopewell, D. 2010 
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Planning history 

3.8 There is some relevant planning history relating to the application site and this is shown 

in Table 3.1 below. 

Table 3.1 Relevant planning history 

Reference Development  Decision 

C07A/0729/17/YA Prior approval – installation of below ground 

slurry tanks / reception tank and silage 

effluent tank 

Approved with conditions 

02/11/2007 

C09A/0557/17/LL Erection of new educational facility Approved with conditions 

29/06/2010 

C12/0459/17/LL Erection of new agricultural buildings and 

silage clamps 

Approved with conditions 

13/09/2012 

C13/0625/17/LL Erection of new pig shed and a new 

machinery store and erection of four silos 

Approved with conditions 

16/08/2013 

C18/0798/17/CR Internal and external alterations – listed 

building consent 

(included the following listed buildings: 

northern range to lower farmyard including 

attached cross range to east; 

tall barn between upper and lower 

farmyards; parallel farm ranges and linked 

arched entrance into lower farmyard; and L 

shaped range of farm buildings, including 

walled enclosure to S.   

Approved with conditions 

11/12/2018 

C/18/0799/17/LL Demolish two existing sheds to create 

parking provision and erect two small sheds 

Approved with conditions 

15/02/2019 

C20/0108/17/CR Alterations to buildings approved under 

C/18/0798/17/CR 

Approved with conditions 

21/04/2020 

C/20/0116/17/RA n/a n/a 

C/20/0129/17/RA Discharge of conditions 3,4 & 6 of 

C18/0799/17/LL 

Approved  

25/01/2021 

C/20/0139/17/RA Discharge of conditions 6 & 8 of 

C18/0798/17/CR 

Discharged  

27/03/2020 

C20/0151/17/DA NMA of C18/0799/17/LL to enable 

alterations to design and internal layout 

Approved with conditions  

17/03/2020 

C20/0420/17/RA Discharge of condition 9 of C18/0798/17/CR Discharged 08/10/2020 

C21/0813/17/CR External alterations to buildings following 

consent C18/0798/17/CR – listed building 

consent 

Approved with conditions 

15/11/2021 
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4. The proposed development 

4.1 The proposed development, comprising of a dairy farm building, rotary milking parlour, 

dry manure store and silage clamp, forms part of a series of new projects at Coleg 

Glynllifon by Grwp Llandrillo-Menai, as it seeks to build on its recent successes and 

consolidate its position at the cutting-edge of agricultural learning and the rural 

economy.  The dairy farm building will have a collecting yard along the eastern side of 

the building, with the milking parlour located to the east of the this, creating an L shaped 

building that goes around the existing round cow shed. The existing access road to the 

northeast runs through where the new building is proposed and will be relocated around 

this in this location as can be seen on the plans.  The proposal also incorporates two 

detention basins and associated swales. 

4.2 The proposal relates to the development of a multi-million pound dairy production 

facility at Coleg Glynllifon, which would promote animal welfare, sustainability and 

green growth. The proposal would comprise the demolition of some existing buildings, 

removal of two slurry tanks from the site, and the erection of a new dairy farm building 

with underground slurry storage, rotary milking parlour, dry manure store and silage 

clamp, together with associated works.  The existing buildings initially proposed for 

demolition are shown in Figure 4.1.  The proposals represent the initial phase of 

development at the site, with a further phase that includes the conversion of the listed 

former farm office and adjacent parallel farmyard range, together with the removal of 

the metal clad shed, being a potential phase II depending on funding being available in 

future.  These details are noted on the accompanying plans for information and to allow 

consideration of the proposals in relation to the overall masterplan for the site. 

 Figure 4.1 Plan showing buildings proposed for demolition (hatched red) 
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4.3 The proposed dairy farm building will be 70.5m x 47.5m, and be 9.1m to the ridge and 

4.5m to the eaves.  The rotary parlour shed would measure 20.5m x 50m, with a height 

of 6.9m to the ridge and 4m to the eaves.   The proposed buildings will be modern 

purpose-built agricultural buildings that incorporate traditional materials such as stone 

to reflect the historic setting of the site’s location on the elevation facing the historic 

farmyard.  The materials proposed are as follows: 

Dairy farm building 

• Roof: profiled steel roof with rooflights and ridge light; 

• Walls: Yorkshire boarding with concrete panels below. Stone cladding to the central 

part of the front of the building; 

• Doors: sliding metal doors and materials of other doors to be confirmed;  

• Windows: specification of windows to be confirmed.  

Milking parlour 

• Roof: profiled steel roof with rooflights; 

• Walls: Yorkshire boarding with concrete panels below;  

• Doors:  timber doors and materials of other doors to be confirmed. 

Dry manure store 

• Roof: profiled steel roof; 

• Walls: Yorkshire boarding with concrete panels below.  

Figure 4.2 Proposed dairy shed elevations 

North 

elevation 

– option 1 
 

North 

elevation 

– option 2 

 

East 

elevation 
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South 

elevation 

(facing 

historic 

farmyard) 

 

West 

elevation 

 

 

Figure 4.3 Proposed milking parlour elevations 

North 

elevation 

 

East 

elevation 
 

South 

elevation  

 

West 

elevation 

 

 

Figure 4.4 Proposed dry manure store / silage clamps elevations 

North elevation 
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East elevation 

 

West elevation 

 

4.4 Figure 4.5 contains the existing and proposed overall site plans for comparison, with 

the location of the above proposed new buildings shown on the proposed site plan. 

Figure 4.5 Existing and proposed overall site plan 

Existing 

 

Proposed 
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5. History and development 

5.1 Due to the Gwynedd Archives being closed to the public during the course of the 

preparation of this document, it has not been possible to carry out comprehensive 

research for the application site and historic development of the farmyards. However, 

online and other available written matter has been studied. 

5.2 In The Buildings of Wales - Gwynedd2, Glynllifon is described as being ‘½ mile SE (of 

Llandwrog), in the valley of the Llifon river.  Acquired by the Wynn family soon after 

1700.  Sir Thomas Wynn (d. 1749), who held court appointments for George II in 

London, started the formal gardens.  These became by stages up to the late 19th 

Century the best artificial water gardens North Wales has produced; but the dominance 

of the huge cement-rendered house (which as re-built extends to twenty-five windows) 

and of the Victorian arboretum of exotic evergreens, compounded since the 1950s by 

forestry plantation, makes their earlier qualities hard to capture…The predecessor of 

Glynllifon was mostly destroyed in a fire in 1836.  It was built in 1751 by Sir John Wynn 

(d. 1773), son of Sir Thomas, apparently next to the house of 1608 built by Sir William 

Glynne…The present mansion was commissioned from Edward Haycock of 

Shrewsbury, to stand of the cellars of the 1751 house.  It was completed and fully 

furnished by 1846.’   

5.3 There are known to have been at least four houses on, or close to, the site of the 

present house with Sir William Glynne rebuilding a previous house around 1600, Sir 

John Wynn rebuilding it in 1751 and then the current house which was built when fire 

destroyed the 1751 house.  It is believed that all that remains of the 1751 house is the 

vestibule which is said to have been removed to form the kitchen range, the fabric of 

the range of the north sides of the kitchen court, and early downpipes and rainwater-

heads on this wing including one dated 17513.  The 19th Century rebuilt house is of 

stone with a stucco finish in the Renaissance style.   

5.4 Glynllifon was for many generations the seat of one of the most important families on 

Caernarvonshire, first the Glynnes and then the Wynn family of Bodfean.  Sir Thomas 

Wynn (1677-1749), 1st Baronet, was a politician and sat in the House of Commons from 

1713 until 1749.  He was the eldest son of Griffith Wynn of Bodvean and his wife, 

Catherine Vaughan (daughter of William Vaughan of Corsygedol in Merioneth.  In 1700 

he married Francis Glynn, daughter of John Glynn of Glynnllivon and Elizabeth who 

 
2 The Buildings of Wales – Gwynedd. Haslam, Orbach and Voelcker 2009 
3 An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Caernarvonshire: II Central 
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was the granddaughter of Sir Huw Owen.  Sir Thomas became the Sheriff of 

Caernarvonshire in 1712 and was appointed equerry to the Prince of Wales in 1714, 

holding this post until 1724 when he became Clerk to the Household to the Prince of 

Wales.  He was also Constable of Caernarvon Castle, Forester of Snowdon Steward 

of Bardsey, and Clerk of the Green Cloth.   

5.5 Sir Thomas was succeeded by his son, Sir John Wynn (1701-1773), 2nd Baronet, who 

also sat in the House of Commons between 1740 and 1768.  He also held the positions 

of Forester of Snowdon, Steward of Bardsey and High Sheriff of Caernarvonshire.  Sir 

John married Jane Wynne, daughter of John Wynne MP and his wife Sydney Wynn, 

sister of Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn, 3rd Baronet.  On his death, Sir John was succeeded 

by his son Sir Thomas Wynn, 1st Baron Newborough and 3rd Baronet (1736-1807).   

5.6 Sir Thomas Wynn (1736-1807) was succeeded by his eldest son, Sir Thomas John 

Wynn, 2nd Baron Newborough (1802-1832) who died unmarried and was himself 

succeeded by his younger brother, Spencer Bulkeley Wynn, 3rd Baron Newborough 

(1803-1888) who owned Glynllifon when the 1751 house was destroyed by fire in 1836.   

5.7 The gardens and parkland around the house were changed by the various generations 

of the family and they are considered to generally have the character of two 19th Century 

periods which are not easily distinguished.  The list description for the registered historic 

park and garden states that the main phases of construction are the 18th and 19th 

Centuries and goes on to state that the 19th Century layout is largely preserved, with 

some elements of the earlier design surviving.  It also states that the park includes large 

area of woodland and farmland, which are interspersed with each other to give several 

discrete areas of each.  The list description states ‘north of the house, close to the farm 

buildings, is another block of farmland, with woods beyond it along the western edge.  

South of the house, the pattern is more fragmented, with smaller areas of farmland and 

pieces of woodland, possibly originally shooting coverts, including narrow strips along 

most of the southern part of the western edge.  The farmland was once mostly parkland 

but is losing its character as park trees die and are not replaced’.  The full list description 

for the registered historic park and garden can be found in Appendix C. 

5.8 One of the key elements of the park is Fort Williamsburg which is located to the 

southeast of the house and was created in 1761 by Thomas Wynn in order to train his 

militia.  The identified significant views for the historic park and garden originate from 

this location. 
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5.9 Glynllifon is located in the parish of Llandwrog, which was described in the National 

Gazetteer of Great Britain and Ireland (1968) as ‘LLANDWROG, a parish in the hundred 

of Uwch-Gorfai, county Carnarvon, 4 miles S.W. of Carnarvon, its post town, and 14 

from Nevin. It is situated near the northern extremity of Carnarvon Bay, and includes 

the villages of Bethesda and Tylon. The neighbourhood yields copper and slate. A large 

number of the people are employed in the slate quarries, from whence there is a tram-

road to Carnarvon. Edward I. is said to have once made a stay here. The living is a 

rectory* in the diocese of Bangor, value £314, in the patronage of the Bishop of 

Llandaff. There is also the district church of St. Thomas. The parish church, dedicated 

to St. Twrog, has recently been restored. Here is an hospital, or almshouse, founded 

by Mrs. Glynne, for the reception of twelve ladies of reduced circumstances, and 

endowed with property producing £200 per annum. There are other charities amounting 

to about £18. The Roman road Sarn Helen passed through this district, and overlooking 

the sea is Dinas Dinlle, a strongly fortified camp with a double range of escarpments, 

said to have been connected with Segontium. Lord Newborough is lord of the manor, 

and sole proprietor’. 

5.10 On the tithe map, from 1849, only one building is shown in the farmyard as can be seen 

in Figures 5.1 and 5.2.  Table 5.1 contains the tithe apportionment and as can be seen 

apportionment 667 is referred to as a yard, with access from the southern side. 

Figure 5.1 Tithe map extract 
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Figure 5.2 Tithe map extract (close up of farmyard) 

 

Table 5.1 Tithe map apportionment  

Field 

no. 

Farm 

name 

Land use Field 

name 

Landowner Occupier Acreage 

665 Glynllifon Wood n/a Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

1 acre, 1 

rood, 22 

perches 

666 Glynllifon Pasture Cae’r 

Camp 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

52 acres, 

2 roods, 

39 

perches 

667  Glynllifon Yard n/a Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

1 acre, 1 

rood, 35 

perches 
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668 Glynllifon Pasture n/a Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

3 acres, 

2 roods, 

16 

perches 

694 Glynllifon Wood n/a Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

29 acres, 

2 roods, 

38 

perches 

5.11 The OS first edition map shown in Figure 5.3 indicates that by this time, the yard was 

more defined and additional buildings or enclosures were present in the farmyard area. 

Figure 5.3 Extract of OS first edition map 

 

5.12 By 1883, development had taken place that created two separate farmyard areas, 

defined by the buildings around them and in a layout that is still generally visible today 
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(Figure 5.4).  By this time, the track that leads from the farmyard to the northeast had 

been created, and further development within the farmyard area had been carried out 

by 1900 (Figure 5.5).  The standing stone is not shown on the OS mapping until 1918. 

Figure 5.4 OS 6-inch map extract, 1883 

 

Figure 5.5 OS 25-inch map extract, 1900 

 

5.13 The historic mapping and date stone on a porch in the lower farmyard (1852) indicate 

that the farmyard was developed as part of the estate farm after the main house was 

rebuilt in the 19th Century.  It is possible that some of the stone from the fire damaged 

house was used for the farm buildings. 
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6. Significance and contribution of setting 

6.1 The application site is located within a Grade I registered historic park and garden, 

immediately adjacent to a scheduled monument and contains a number of listed 

buildings.  

6.2 The registered historic park and garden was historically extensively used for recreation, 

but in relation to the farmland the list description states ‘The park includes large areas 

of woodland and farmland, which are interspersed with each other to give several 

discrete areas of each. There is a broad swathe of woodland along the eastern edge 

of the park, farmland within it running up to the Llifon valley and the woods south of the 

house; in 1824 and 1828 part of this farmland, just north of Fort Williamsburg was a 

deer park. North of the house, close to the farm buildings, is another block of farmland, 

with woods beyond it along the western edge. South of the house the pattern is more 

fragmented, with smaller areas of farmland and pieces of woodland, possibly originally 

shooting coverts, including narrow strips along most of the southern part of the western 

edge. The farmland was once mostly parkland but is losing its character as park trees 

die and are not replaced. Much of the woodland has now been planted over with 

commercial conifers and most of the original timber has been felled, though there are 

some survivors’.  

6.3 There are four established heritage values that are used to determine the significance 

of a heritage asset, and these are defined as follows: 

Evidential value 

 
The potential of a place to yield evidence about past human 
activity 
 

Historical value 

 
The ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be 
connected through a place to the present.  This can be illustrative 
or associative 
 

Aesthetic value 

 
The ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual 
stimulation from a place 
 

Communal 
value 

 
The meaning of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom 
it figures in their collective experience or memory 
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6.4 The application site has been evaluated as follows: 

• Evidential value – high 

The application site contains a number of listed buildings, is immediately adjacent to a 

scheduled monument, is within the registered historic park and garden, and contains 

the potential for below ground archaeology.  It contains the estate farm buildings that 

were developed as part of the Glynllifon estate predominantly during the 19th Century 

and these retain much of their original character and use for agricultural purposes.  The 

application site is therefore considered to have high evidential value. 

• Historical value – high 

The application site forms a key part of the historic park and garden area associated 

with Plas Glynllifon, shows the way in which agriculture developed during the 19th 

Century, and is located in an historically important location.  It is a good example of an 

estate farm complex that has retained its original function for agriculture and is therefore 

considered to have high historical value. 

• Aesthetic value – medium 

The application site is located to the north of Plas Glynllifon, in a rural area, and contains 

a combination of attractive historic buildings and structures together with later, modern 

ones which detract from the aesthetic value of the site.  Some of the historic buildings 

are in a poor state of repair, and their setting has been altered by more recent 

inappropriate developments.  It is therefore considered to have medium aesthetic value. 

• Communal value – high 

The application site forms part of the historical development of the Glynllifon Estate, 

which was a key part of the social and economic history of Glynllifon and the wider North 

Wales area.  The farm would have employed local people, and is now part of a 

prominent agricultural college, used by students on a daily basis.  It is therefore 

considered to have high communal value. 

6.5 Understanding the significance of a heritage asset, or part of one, is essential in being 

able to assess the potential impact of a development. Technical Advice Note 24 The 

Historic Environment 2017 defines significance as ‘The sum of the cultural and natural 

heritage values of a place’.  

6.6 Using the four heritage values above, the site can be considered to be of high 

significance due to its evidential, historical and communal values in particular.  

6.7 The potential impact of the development on the four heritage values outlined above is 

summarised below: 
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Evidential 

value 

Minor negative impact - the first and main phase of development 

proposed does not affect the fabric of any historic building as it relates 

to the demolition of modern structures and the erection of new 

buildings.  There is the potential for below ground archaeology to exist 

as indicated by the previous geophysical survey and this could be 

affected by the proposals.  The development could however provide 

the opportunity for further archaeological evidence to be discovered 

e.g. via a watching brief. 

Historical 

value 

Minor negative impact – the proposals do not affect the overall historic 

value of the application site as the agricultural use is retained, but they 

will involve the development of agricultural land that formed part of the 

layout of the overall historic park and garden although this has already 

undergone changes. 

Aesthetic 

value 

Minor negative impact – the proposals involve the removal of a number 

of later structures in various locations that detract from the aesthetic 

value of the farm complex, and specific listed buildings, at present, with 

their removal  being a positive move.  The erection of the new buildings 

however does have some potential to detract from the aesthetic value 

of the site in one aspect, and therefore overall, the proposals are 

considered to have a minor negative impact. 

Communal 

value 

Neutral impact – due to the nature of the proposals and the existing 

use of the application site, there will be no impact on its communal 

value. 

6.8 The setting of an historic asset includes the surroundings in which it is understood, 

experienced and appreciated embracing present and past relationships to the 

surrounding landscape. 

6.9 The application site has an historic contribution to the working farm side of the Glynllifon 

estate, with the historic buildings within it being of an agricultural design and nature.  It 

is well screened from Plas Glynllifon by the mature trees and woodland that make up 

Coed y Terrace, even though it is at a slightly higher level.  In this respect, it makes a 

limited visual contribution to the main house and higher status associated structures 

and buildings, as well as retaining the hierarchy between the main house and the estate 

farm.   
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6.10 The initial phase of the development does not impact upon the fabric of any of the 

identified listed buildings or scheduled monument themselves, but does have the 

potential to impact on the setting of a number of historic assets. 

6.11 The impact of change within the setting of historic assets is assessed in five main 

stages:  

• Identifying the historic assets; 

• Defining and analysing the setting;  

• Evaluating the potential impact of the change;  

• Consider options to mitigate the changes;  

• Document the assessment. 

6.12 Conservation is about the management of change and there are generally many factors 

to take into account when considering proposals that affect historic assets, particularly 

in respect of the setting of these. Any decisions made need to be balanced and based 

on a clear understanding of heritage values and significance. 

6.13 The main listed buildings that have the potential to be detrimentally affected in terms of 

setting are those that are closest to the proposed dairy shed and milking parlour.  These 

are considered to be the northern range to lower farmyard including attached cross-

range, the former farm office, and the two parallel farmyard ranges to the north-east 

corner (all of which are Grade II listed).  The setting of these has already been altered 

by the erection of the cowshed, dairy farm, milking parlour, cow roundhouse, and 

modern enclosure wall which are all located to the northeast on land previously 

comprising farmland.  Even though some of these are due to be removed, the size, 

scale and location of the proposed new dairy shed will inevitably impact on the views 

towards the farm complex from the north, particularly to the northwest of the cow 

roundhouse.  There will also be an impact of the views from the farm complex looking 

out to the north.  Additional landscaping and planting is proposed in order to reduce the 

visual impact of the development on the northern boundaries of the application site as 

can see seen in Figure 6.1. 

6.14 The other listed buildings within the application site, and the fountain pool to the south 

just outside the site, will be screened to varying degrees by the intervening buildings 

and it is only their wider setting within the landscape therefore that could be affected. 
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Figure 6.1 Proposed landscaping 

 

6.15 The western slurry pit is located immediately adjacent to the scheduled standing stone 

(Figure 6.2) and its removal will considerably improve the setting of this.  Care should 

be taken during the removal of the tank to ensure no damage occurs to the standing 

stone and no unnecessary disturbance of the ground results from this.   

Figure 6.2 Standing stone in context of west slurry tank 

 

6.16 The removal of the eastern slurry tank, the cowshed and dairy farm buildings to the 

eastern side of the historic farm buildings will significantly improve the setting of the 

listed buildings in this location, namely the dovecote and attached range, the cartsheds 

and attached range, and the two parallel farmyard ranges.  Figure 6.3 shows the slurry 

tank and cowshed in relation to the cartsheds and attached range. 
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Figure 6.3 View looking north with east slurry tank and cowshed to right and 

cartsheds and attached range to left 

 

6.17 In addition to this, it is proposed within the potential phase II to remove the metal clad 

building adjacent to the dovecote, former cowhouse, tall barn and pair of hay barns, 

which will significantly improve the setting of all of these listed buildings.   

6.18 The existing late 19th century track that leads to the northeast will be diverted in the 

area proposed for the new diary shed but is retained north of this, where the relocated 

track will re-join the existing one. 

6.19 Key attributes of the site and the setting of the listed buildings are the agricultural nature 

of the farmland and the buildings, both historic and modern, that form part of the farm 

complex.  The farm complex has expanded over the years, particularly on the eastern 

and north-eastern sides but the use has remained the same.  Its setting on the northern 

side has already been altered with the erection of the college buildings to the northwest 

and the round cowhouse etc to the northeast and eastern sides. 

6.20 The current proposals will result in a change to the pre-development condition of the 

setting of the identified historic assets, in that there will be an increase in the size of the 

farm complex.  This however will reflect another phase in its development, reflecting 

the change in farm working practices, environmental matters and animal welfare.  

6.21 The proposed new dairy shed has been located so as to minimise the expansion of the 

farm complex as much as possible, it wraps around the modern cowhouse, and is 

located on the eastern side of the farm complex where the later buildings are already 

located rather than within the historic part.  It will still be possible to see the various 

historic assets and to read the historic development of the site, and the original 

agricultural use is retained. 
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6.22 There will be no impact on the wider setting of Plas Glynllifon due to the intervening 

topography and woodland, and the fact that the development will be seen in the context 

of the existing agricultural use of the former estate farm.  Figure 6.4 contains an aerial 

image that shows the farm complex and location of the proposed dairy shed in relation 

to Plas Glynllifon and the college building.  This indicates how the new buildings will sit 

within the wider landscape setting. 

Figure 6.4 Aerial image showing location of proposed dairy shed 

 

6.23 The proposals will result in a combination of positive and negative impacts on the 

setting of the various listed buildings, the scheduled monument and the farm complex 

as a whole.  They will also impact on the registered historic park and garden, although 

this has already been altered in this location, with the agricultural use of this part of the 

grounds is retained. 
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7. Summary and conclusion 

7.1 The proposals which are the subject of this application relate to the demolition of a 

number of buildings at the Glynllifon College Farm, together with the erection of a new 

livestock shed and milking parlour, and the demolition of existing dairy farm building 

and cow shed, removal of two existing slurry tanks, construction of a silage clamp and 

dry manure store, internal access road together with associated works. 

7.2 The location of the new agricultural buildings adjacent to the existing farm complex is 

considered to be the most appropriate location in respect of the existing use of the land 

and buildings.    The proposals will inevitably impact to some degree on the character, 

appearance and setting of the overall registered historic park and garden, but given the 

existing agricultural landscape in this location, and  the presence of the existing modern 

farm buildings and structures, they will not unacceptably impact on this area of the 

overall registered area in terms of the parkland character or the pleasure grounds, given 

those have already been altered and there is already an agricultural use.   

7.3 The main impact will be in close proximity to the application site, as from a greater 

distance, the proposed dairy shed will be seen in the context of the existing farm and 

college complexes.    The materials, location and functional design of the proposed new 

buildings are considered to be appropriate for their use and location.  The demolition 

of some of the modern structures will however significantly improve the setting of some 

of the listed buildings.   

7.4 In terms of archaeology, as the previous geophysical survey carried out picked up a 

number of potential features within the application site area, it is likely that an 

archaeological watching brief will be required during any groundworks.  This could 

provide additional evidence as to previous landscape layouts or earlier uses of the site.   

7.5 There is a balance to be achieved between sustainability, economic change, changing 

farm practices and protecting the historic environment. As demonstrated in this report 

and accompanying documents, in respect of the historic environment, it is considered 

that although there will be some negative impacts arising, there will also be positive 

impacts, and therefore on balance the proposals are considered to be in line with the 

relevant policies and guidance.  
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20488

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Two parallel farmyard ranges to
north-east corner of Glynllifon
College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245881  

Northing

355560  

Street Side

 

Location

Situated adjacent to the former farm office at the north-east corner of the
upper of the two interlinked farmyards. Glynllifon College Farm is
approximately 200m uphill from the house and reached via a track beside the
kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period
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History

There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.  

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

Two parallel ranges, one bordering the farm road and the other facing into the farmyard. Slate roofs, with one conical
ventilator surviving to inner building which has two square-headed doorways to centre with red brick jambs and split
stable-type doors perhaps indicating that this building may have functioned as loose-boxes. These doorways are
flanked by slit openings also with brick jambs. The gable ends have broad brick arches. The rear range is longer and is
a cattleshed with broad cart entrance on downhill end (formerly gated) and hopper windows to the side.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20489

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Cartsheds and attached range on
south-east side of upper farmyard at
Glynllifon College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245877  

Northing

355537  

Street Side

 

Location

Long range closing the south-east side of the upper of the two inter-linked
farmyards. Glynllifon College Farm is approximately 200m uphill from the
house and reached via a track beside the kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period

 

History
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There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.  

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

This range closes the south-east side of the upper farmyard and is composed of a range of cartsheds and an altered
range attached to left. Built of local rubble with slate roofs and including conical ventilators to the attached range.  

There are four cartsheds with cambered arches with red brick voussoirs and jambs; the left hand arch is infilled with a
stable door and window. The loft is partly lit by slit vents, as on the range next to the farm office, with one vent over
both of the two right hand arches and a further pair at the extreme right end; above the left hand arch and that which
has been infilled are wider windows. At the extreme left end of the cartshed block are steps up to a loft door with a
huge gabled hood. There is brick chimney at this gable end. 

The attached range is much altered with inserted wide entrances.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20490

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Dovecote and attached range to left
at south-east corner of farmyards at
Glynllifon College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245853  

Northing

355502  

Street Side

 

Location

At the south-eastern corner of the upper of the two inter-linked farmyards and
adjacent to a range of cartsheds. Glynllifon College Farm is approximately
200m uphill from the house and reached via a track beside the kitchen
gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period
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History

There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.
This range is likely to be amongst the earlier buildings within the farm. 

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

2-storey square dovecote built of local rubble stone with a pyramidal slate. Over the front entrance is a 'T-shaped'
window formerly with small-panes over 2-lights. Blank rear wall. Attached single-storey range to left; the latter has three
doorways to front and a small yard. In poor condition at time of inspection.   

Interior

Dovecote has slate floor and doveboxes retained. Pilastered central pillar may have once supported the potence or
may be reused.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20492

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Former Cowhouse to south-west side
of upper farmyard at Glynllifon
College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245834  

Northing

355506  

Street Side

 

Location

At right angles to the dovecote and closing the south side of the upper of the
two inter-linked farmyards. Glynllifon College Farm is approximately 200m
uphill from the house and reached via a track beside the kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period

 

History
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There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.
Later alterations. 

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

Single-storey range of rubble cowsheds with slate roof and red brick dressings. The front has a series of cambered
brick arches giving access to the muck and feed passages. Three of these doorways are grouped together at the
centre, the outer two of which are now partly infilled by small-pane windows.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings



21/07/2022, 12:54 Listed Buildings - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/listedbuilding/FullReport?lang=&id=20487 1/3

Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20487

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Former Farm Office at Glynllifon
College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245869  

Northing

355562  

Street Side

 

Location

Situated end on to the farm track at the entrance into the upper of the two
inter-linked farmyards. Glynllifon College Farm is approximately 200m uphill
from the house and reached via a track beside the kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period

 

History
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There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.
The use of horizontally sliding sash windows suggests that this building is one of the earlier ranges within the farm.  

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

Single-storey gable-ended rubble building with slate roof and rendered chimney stack on south-west end. The eaves
are wide in the manner characteristic of the mid C19 estate buildings as are the horizontally sliding sash windows
surviving on the north-west side. Offset on the south-west gable end is a gabled porch with side entrance and narrow
window to front. North-east gable end is altered.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20495

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

L-shaped Range of farm buildings,
including walled enclosure to south,
at Glynllifon College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245807  

Northing

355529  

Street Side

 

Location

At the south-western edge of the farm and closing the south side of the lower
of the two inter-linked farmyards. Glynllifon College Farm is approximately
200m uphill from the house and reached via a track beside the kitchen
gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period
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History

There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.  

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

To the south of the arched gateway and cowhouse is a small rubble-walled enclosure. Beyond, running north-south up
to the south-west corner of the farm complex, is a single-storey rubble and slate-roofed farm building, possibly a
workshop. It has cross-frame windows, slate lintels and off-centre doorway. Attached at right angles is a cattleshed that
encloses the south side of the lower farmyard up to the through-passage that adjoins the tall barn. Continuous
openings to inner side, four are segmental flanked by square-headed openings to either end.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20496

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Northern Range to lower farmyard,
including attached cross-range to
east, at Glynllifon College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245835  

Northing

355564  

Street Side

 

Location

Closing the north side of the lower of the two inter-linked C19 farmyards.
Glynllifon College Farm is approximately 200m uphill from the house and
reached via a track beside the kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period

 

History
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There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.
This range, which was perhaps a milking parlour, is likely to be contemporary with the ranges flanking the gabled
entrance to its right and the attached cross range includes a through passage and a probable boiler house.  

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

Long farmyard range constructed of local rubble under a hipped slate roof with vents. Some modern windows with
cemented lintels inserted to south side but slit vents retained to rear. Sliding doors to broad west end opening with slate
hood. At the east end on the inner (south) side is a former gabled porch with a datestone of 1852; the doorway now
has an inserted window. At the uphill, east, end is the cross range which links with a short range stepped up at north
end that is probably a former boiler house on account of the unusually tall chimney. Built of local rubble under slate
roofs with wide eaves characteristic of the earlier C19 work on the estate; the red brick chimney has neck band and
stepped base. On either side of the link are round-arched doorways onto the through passage connecting the two
farmyards. The east side of the former boiler house has a door with overlight entering opposite the chimney and a pair
of windows to the right.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20491

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Pair of Hay-barns in centre of upper
farmyard at Glynllifon College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245855  

Northing

355535  

Street Side

 

Location

In the centre of the upper of the two inter-linked farmyards. Glynllifon College
Farm is approximately 200m uphill from the house and reached via a track
beside the kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period

 

History
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Mid to late C19 additions to this early to mid C19 estate farm. Shown on 1st edition Ordnance Survey map surveyed in
1887. More recently linked by corrugated iron roof.  

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

Pair of open-sided hay barns with half-hipped slate roofs; built of local rubble with red brick jambs, gables and infills.
Each barn is 4-bay with some infill to the sides. The gable ends have patterned ventilators, blocked to the north-
western of the two; slate lintels to the tall gable end openings. Segmental arched corrugated iron roof links the two
barns. King-post trusses.  

Each barn is similar to that close to the watermill.   

Interior

  

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of a C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20494

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Parallel Farm Ranges and linking
arched entrance into lower farmyard
at Glynllifon College Farm  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245813  

Northing

355548  

Street Side

 

Location

At the north-west end of, and entrance to, the lower of the two inter-linked
farmyards. Glynllifon College Farm is approximately 200m uphill from the
house and reached via a track beside the kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period

 

History
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There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of this arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that this part of the farm is likely to date from before
1832. It is therefore surprisingly that these ranges do not appear to be shown on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map
surveyed in 1887. 

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

Central U-shaped block with stables to the left (north) and cowhouse to the right (south). At their western end they are
linked by a tall gabled gateway with round-arched entrance and brick voussoirs. Flanking the arch are full-height
pilaster buttresses, gabled to the top and with slate coping as on the main gable. The design of this archway is similar
to those on buildings known or believed to have been built by the 2nd Lord Newborough (eg the Workshops west of
Glynllifon). This opens onto a passage between the rear walls of the flanking stables and cowhouse, both of which are
entered from their outer sides. Both have rounded corners at their east end. 

The stables have alternating split boarded stable doors and large windows with small-panes over slatted ventilators.
Modern yards added for pigs. The rear has small-pane pivot windows below eaves and the uphill (east) gable end has
an oculus and square-headed doorway.  

The cowhouse has five segmental arched openings to its southern side facing an enclosed part of the farmyard
covered by a pair of semicircular corrugated iron roofs. The east gable end has an enlarged opening onto the feed walk
and an oculus to the gable. Central doorway to the inner side.   

Interior

Cowhouse has king-post roof trusses but otherwise interior not accessible at time of inspection.   

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20493

Building
Number

 

Grade

II  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

08/09/1998  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Tall Barn between upper and lower
farmyards at Glynllifon College Farm
 

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245834  

Northing

355538  

Street Side

 

Location

Transverse range running north-south dividing the two inter-linked farmyards.
Glynllifon College Farm is approximately 200m uphill from the house and
reached via a track beside the kitchen gardens.  

Description

Broad Class

Agriculture and Subsistence  

Period

 

History
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There is a date of 1852 on a porch in the lower farmyard which gives a likely date for much of the complex although
there was presumably a pre-existing estate farm and the style of the arched entrance to the lower farmyard is
diagnostic of the work of the 2nd Lord Newborough suggesting that part of the farm is likely to date from before 1832.  

Glynllifon was the seat of the Wynn family and Sir Thomas John Wynn became the 1st Lord Newborough in 1776. The
house was rebuilt after a fire 1836-48 by Edward Haycock, architect of Shrewsbury.   

Exterior

Tall rubble barn with red brick jambs and half-hipped slate roof. The downhill (west) elevation is almost symmetrical; the
off-centre camber-arched high-level cart entrance is flanked by slit ventilators on two levels and a further one over the
arch. The northern end bay is storeyed with two small-pane and vented hopper windows to loft over a central square-
headed boarded door with overlight. Stepped down beyond is a contemporary single-storey range with added open-
fronted shelter and through passage to the upper farmyard. The southern end has further slit ventilators over an added
lean-to and set back a single-storey link with the cowsheds on the south-western side of the lower farmyard; this has
similar windows, stable-type door and a square-headed opening into a through passage to the upper farmyard.  

The uphill (east) side is more varied. The northern bay has camber-headed cart entrance with boarded gates and the
second bay from the south end has a pair of narrower, arched, cart entrances contained within a tall relieving arch,
together with a slit ventilator. All these arches have red brick voussoirs. In the middle is a modern entrance with sliding
doors. Three bays have loft openings; over the northern archway is a small-pane and vented hopper window and
another opening with lowered sill; boarded loft door to centre and a similar opening to south end.  

The single-storey continuation to the north has a square-headed opening with split-boarded door near the hipped roof
end and mostly modern windows to its left. Beyond is the attached cross range of the long northern range which
includes the through passage and links to the north with the former boiler house.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection. 
  

Reason for designation

Included for group value with other farm ranges at this good example of an early to mid C19 former estate farm.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Scheduled Monuments- Full Report

Summary Description of a Scheduled Monument

Reference Number

CN356

Name

Glynllifon standing stone  

Date of Designation

13/01/2004  

Status

Designated  

Location

Unitary Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Easting

245773  

Northing

355575  

Broad Class

Religious, Ritual and
Funerary  

Site Type

Standing stone  

Period

Prehistoric  

Description

Summary Description and Reason for Designation

The following provides a general description of the Scheduled Monument. 

The monument comprises an impressive standing stone, probably dating to the Bronze Age (c.2300 BC - 800 BC). It is
a large narrow block of stone, standing 2m in height and measuring 0.8m in thickness and 0.7m in width. 

The monument is of national importance for its potential to enhance our knowledge of prehistoric ritual practices. The
monument retains significant archaeological potential with a strong probability of associated archaeological features
and deposits and forms an important element in the wider prehistoric funerary and ritual landscape.  

The scheduled area comprises the remains described and an area around them within which related evidence may be
expected to survive. It is circular and measures 2m in diameter, except on the SE where it abuts (and does not extend
into) the concrete setting of the slurry tank.   
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Registered Historic Park & Garden

Details

Reference Number

PGW(Gd)39(GWY)

Name

Glynllifon  

Grade

I  

Date of
Designation

01/02/2022  

Status

Designated  

Location

Unitary Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Easting

245960  

Northing

354997  

Broad Class

Gardens, Parks and Urban
Spaces  

Site Type

Landscape park with
woodland and ornamental
buildings, pleasure grounds
with water features and
other decorative elements,
walled kitchen gardens.  

Main phases of construction

Eighteenth century; nineteenth century.  

Description

Summary Description and Reason for Designation

Registered grade I as an outstanding and extensive eighteenth and nineteenth-century park and pleasure ground. The
park has a complete enclosing wall and contains landscaping, planting and many decorative features, including a vista
with fountains focused on a cascade, grottoes and intricate water features. Buildings in the park include a hermitage,
fort and mausoleum. The nineteenth-century layout is largely preserved, with some elements of the earlier design
surviving. The site is well documented. The registered park and garden has group value with the grade I listed house,
built in 1836-48 to the designs of Edward Haycock, together with the numerous associated estate outbuildings,
parkland features and garden structures at Glynllifon. 
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Glynllifon mansion (LB: 3684; NPRN: 26526) is located to the south of Caernarfon on the west coast of Gwynedd, 1km
from the sea. It is surrounded by vast parkland established in the eighteenth century and enlarged in the nineteenth,
the house situated in the north-west part. The Afon Llifon flows through the park. 

Records show that despite its size the park itself was extensively used for recreation. The park is roughly square in
shape, the south-west corner elongated, and is surrounded by a continuous high stone wall about 10km long (LB:
5924). There are several drives, many still in use though only the main west drive gives access to the house. There are
lodges at five entrances: to the north (East Lodge LB: 22445), north-west (New Lodge LB: 22446), west (Grand Lodge
LB: 20478; NPRN: 31379), south-west (Cae Maenllwyd Lodge NPRN: 406382) and east (Upper Lodge). All entrances
have arches in the wall, monumental on the west. 

The park includes large areas of woodland and farmland, which are interspersed with each other to give several
discrete areas of each. There is a broad swathe of woodland along the eastern edge of the park, farmland within it
running up to the Llifon valley and the woods south of the house; in 1824 and 1828 part of this farmland, just north of
Fort Williamsburg was a deer park. North of the house, close to the farm buildings, is another block of farmland, with
woods beyond it along the western edge. South of the house the pattern is more fragmented, with smaller areas of
farmland and pieces of woodland, possibly originally shooting coverts, including narrow strips along most of the
southern part of the western edge. The farmland was once mostly parkland but is losing its character as park trees die
and are not replaced. Much of the woodland has now been planted over with commercial conifers and most of the
original timber has been felled, though there are some survivors. 

There are ponds and reservoirs dotted about the park (NPRN: 308973-4), some for agricultural use others to feed the
water features in the pleasure grounds. Other notable features include the eighteenth-century Fort Williamsburg (LB:
3791; 20465 - 20470 – built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761), a mausoleum (LB: 20464: NPRN: 23010), ‘pleasing’
bridges crossed by drives before the house (LB: 3790; 20442; 20462; 20445; 20438; NPRN: 23774), and the
earthworks of long vanished tree-clumps (401184). The park was supplied from the large walled nursery to the south,
later a pleasure garden (LB: 22444; NPRN: 400537). A cromlech, Maen Llwyd (LB: 20497; NPRN: 303384), was
erected beside the drive in the far south-western corner. 

The existing pleasure grounds were laid out by the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Lords Newborough in the second half of the
eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth. Most of the surviving features can be fairly securely ascribed to
either the 2nd or 3rd, in the nineteenth century, but the 1st Lord Newborough altered the previous layout of the park
and is therefore also likely to have been responsible for initiating the redesigning of the pleasure grounds. 

The pleasure grounds consist of lawns near the house, crossed by the river which has been canalised; a vista to the
east with a lime avenue and fountains (LB: 20439; 20476; 20474); a terrace behind the house with paths connecting
with the path system in the Llifon valley, itself a major part of the pleasure grounds; and plantations still containing
several paths to the north, south and west. There are also small garden areas near the stable block (LB: 20447) and
Children's Mill (LB: 20440). 

Ornamentation has been concentrated on the river valley, north-east of the house, almost the whole of it to the point
where the river enters the park near the East Lodge, over 1km from the Children's Mill, containing various grottoes and
caves, a hermitage, pets’ cemetery, and numerous water features, most of which are listed structures. 

Three adjacent walled gardens to the immediate west of the house. Two, to the west, are nearly square, and date from
the early nineteenth century; and a longer, narrower one to the east probably built in 1751. An unusual feature is the
tunnel connecting the gardens, designed to allow the family and their guests to inspect them with minimum effort. Their
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layout has been altered to suit their present use. 

Significant Views: The broad vista to the east of the house towards the fountain flanked by an avenue of limes. From
the park there are views towards Yr Eifl to the south and Snowdonia to the east, especially from significant points such
as Fort Williamsburg, has some of the best views in the park. Ingenious use has been made of the hillfort of Dinas
Dinlle, a significant feature on the coastline about 2km from the park wall, as an eye-catcher when looking out through
the main entrance, under the triumphal arch. 

Source: 
Cadw 1998: Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales: Conwy, Gwynedd & the Isle of
Anglesey, 206-16 (ref: PGW(Gd)39(GWY).   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Registered Historic Park & Garden
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Conwy I 20 Connaught House, Riverside Business Park, Benarth Road, Conwy LL32 8UB  

I 01492 581800 

 

Chester I Aldford House, Bell Meadow Business Park, Pulford, Chester CH4 9EP  

I 01244 621007 


