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1. Introduction 

1.1 This Heritage Impact Assessment has been prepared to consider the impact of the 

demolition of a number of buildings at the Glynllifon College Farm, and the erection of 

a two new livestock sheds, together with associated facilities and a milking parlour, 

creation of a landscaping bund and associated works.   The application site lies to the 

southeast of Plas Glynllifon in Gwynedd and is in close proximity to a number of Grade 

II* listed buildings, as well as being within the Glynllifon registered historic park and 

garden. 

1.2 The relevant guidance states that Heritage Impact Assessments should be 

proportionate to the proposal and significance of any heritage assets that could be 

affected by the proposal.  The application site is in close proximity to seven Grade II* 

listed buildings, and is within the Glynllifon registered historic park and garden (Grade 

I) with the identified significant views originating from this location.  The listed buildings 

in close proximity to the application site are as follows, and all are Grade II* listed: 

• Tower at Fort Williamsburg, Grade II* 

• Magazine at Fort Williamsburg, Grade II* 

• Tunnel passage at Fort Williamsburg, Grade II* 

• Gatehouse at Fort Williamsburg, Grade II* 

• Armoury at Fort Williamsburg including attached screen walls, Grade II* 

• Barracks at Fort Williamsburg, Grade II* 

• Outer defensive wall to Fort Williamsburg, Grade II*  

1.3 The proposals involve the demolition of an old pheasantry building in order to allow the 

site to accommodate the proposed new shed and discussions have been held with the 

Council’s Conservation Officer in respect of this. 

1.4 There will be no impact on the fabric of any of the other listed buildings, although the 

setting of some has the potential to be affected, as does the Historic Park and Garden 

and Conservation Area.  Grade I Historic Parks and Gardens are ones which, by reason 

of their historic layout, features and architectural ornaments considered together, make 

them of exceptional interest. 

1.5 This document considered the potential impact of the proposal on the relevant historic 

assets. 
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2. Legislation, planning policy and guidance 

2.1 The key relevant legislation which relates to the historic environment in Wales is set 

out in the following: 

• Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016; 

• Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990; and 

• Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

 National planning policy  

Planning Policy Wales Edition 11, 2021 

2.2 This sets out the national planning framework for Wales and paragraphs 6.1 to 6.1.32 

relate to the historic environment, setting out the Welsh Government’s objectives in 

relation to this. Paragraph 6.1.5 states: 

“The planning system must take into account the Welsh Government’s objectives to 

protect, conserve, promote and enhance the historic environment as a resource for the 

general well-being of present and future generations. The historic environment is a 

finite, non-renewable and shared resource and a vital and integral part of the historical 

and cultural identity of Wales. It contributes to economic vitality and culture, civic pride, 

local distinctiveness and the quality of Welsh life. The historic environment can only be 

maintained as a resource for future generations if the individual historic assets are 

protected and conserved”.   

National planning guidance 

2.3 Planning Policy Wales is supplemented by guidance contained in Technical Advice 

Note 24: The Historic Environment and best practice guidance on the historic 

environment published by Cadw. 

Technical Advice Note 24 The Historic Environment, May 2017 

2.4 The purpose of this Technical Advice Note is to provide guidance on how the planning 

system considers the historic environment during development plan preparation and 

decision making on planning applications that impact on the historic environment. It 

provides specific guidance on how the various aspects of the historic environment 

should be considered during this process. 



Heritage Impact Assessment 
 

Page 3 of 25 

Cadnant Planning 
Planning & Development Consultants I Ymgynghorwyr Cynllunio a Datblygu 

 

Cadw Guidance 

• Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic 

Environment in Wales, 2001; 

• Managing Scheduled Monuments in Wales, November 2018; 

• Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales, May 2017; 

• Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, May 2017; 

• Managing Change to Listed Buildings in Wales, May 2017; 

• Managing Changes to Registered Historic Parks and Gardens in Wales; 

• Managing Historic Character in Wales, May 2017; and 

• Historic Environment Records in Wales: Compilation and Use (Statutory Guidance), 

May 2017. 

Local planning policy 

2.5 The adopted development plan for the area is the Anglesey and Gwynedd Joint Local 

Development Plan 2011-2026 (adopted 31st July 2017).  The main relevant policies in 

respect of the historic environment are: 

Policy Summary 

Strategic policy PS 5 

Sustainable 

development 

Development will be supported where it is demonstrated that they 

are consistent with the principles of sustainable development.  All 

proposals should meet a number of criteria including: 

5.  Preserve and enhance the quality of the built and historic 

environment assets (including their setting), improving the 

understanding, appreciation of their social and economic 

contribution and sustainable use of them in accordance with 

Strategic Policy PS 20. 

 

Policy PCYFF 3 

Design and place 

shaping 

All proposals will be expected to demonstrate high quality design 

which fully takes into account the natural, historic and built 

environment context and contributes to the creation of attractive, 

sustainable places.  Proposals need to meet a number of criteria 

set out in the policy including: 

2.  It respects the context of the site and its place within the local 

landscape, including its impact on important principal gateways 

into Gwynedd or into Anglesey, its effects on townscape and the 

local historic and cultural heritage and it takes account of the site 

topography and prominent skylines or ridges; 

Policy PS 20 

Preserving and where 

appropriate enhancing 

heritage assets 

In seeking to support the wider economic and social needs of the 

Plan area, the Local Planning Authorities will preserve and where 

appropriate, enhance its unique heritage assets.  
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Proposals that will preserve and where appropriate enhance the 

following heritage assets, their setting and significant views into 

and out of the building/area will be granted:  

1. Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other areas of 

archaeological importance (in line with Policy AT 4).  

2. Listed Buildings and their curtilages.  

3. Conservation Areas (in line with Policy AT 1).  

4. Beaumaris Castle and Caernarfon Castle and Town Walls 

World Heritage Sites (in line with Policy AT 1).  

5. Candidate World Heritage Sites.  

6. Registered Historic Landscapes, Parks and Gardens (in line 

with Policy AT 1).  

7. Buildings of architectural/ historic/ cultural merit that are not 

designated or protected (in line with Policy AT 3). 

 

Policy AT 1 

Conservation Areas, 

World Heritage Sites and 

Registered Landscapes, 

Parks and Gardens 

Proposals within or affecting the setting and/ or significant views 

into and out of Conservation Areas, World Heritage Sites and 

Registered Historic Landscapes, Parks and Gardens shown on 

the Constraints Map must, where appropriate, have regard to:  

 

1. Adopted Conservation Area Character Appraisals, 

Conservation Area Plans and Delivery Strategies.  

2. World Heritage Site Management Plans.  

3. The Register of Landscape, Parks and Gardens of Special 

Historic Interest in Wales.  

 

Proposals should be supported by a Heritage Impact Assessment, 

where appropriate. 

 

Policy AT 3 

Locally or regionally 

significant non-

designated heritage 

assets 

Proposals will be required to conserve and seek opportunities to 

enhance buildings, structures and areas of locally or regionally 

significant non-designated heritage assets, which create a sense 

of local character, identity and variation across the Plan area, by: 

 

1. The sympathetic re-use of redundant and under-used historic 

buildings and areas that are consistent with their conservation;  

2. Ensuring that all development within the Plan area’s historic 

public realm, including transport and infrastructure work, is 

sympathetic to the historic environment;  

3. Appropriate siting, massing, form, height, scale, detail and use 

of local materials. 

 

Policy AT 4  

Protection of non-

designated 

archaeological sites and 

their setting 

Proposals which may have a significant adverse impact on sites 

that are of potential national archaeological importance and their 

setting, or are of acknowledged local heritage importance, 

including sites of industrial archaeology that are not scheduled and 

their settings will:  

1. Be assessed in terms of the intrinsic importance of the ‘site’ and 

the potential extent of harm.  

2. Require, where appropriate, either an archaeological 

assessment and/ or field evaluation by an archaeological body or 

a professionally qualified archaeologist in order to determine the 
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archaeological impact of the proposed development before the 

Planning Authority determines the application.  

 

A proposal which affects locally important archaeological remains 

will only be granted if the need for the development overrides the 

significance of the archaeological remains.  

 

Where proposals are acceptable, a condition will be attached to 

the permission stating that no development should take place until 

an agreed programme of archaeological work has taken place. 
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3. The site and context 

3.1 The application site lies on land that forms part of the farmland and buildings associated 

with Coleg Glynllifon, and is located to the southwest of Plas Glynllifon and south of 

Fort Williamsburg, within the registered historic park and garden.   

3.2 The historic Glynllifon Estate is located 0.5km south-east of the community of 

Llandwrog and is approximately 8km south of Caernarfon. The area is rural in character 

with small villages and settlements dispersed amongst agricultural land and 

farmsteads. The villages of Groeslon and Penygroes lie to the north-east and south-

east respectively. Glynllifon Country Park is accessed from the west via the A499, 

through the West Lodge gate 

3.3 The location of the application site in relation to Plas Glynllifon is identified in Figure 

3.1.  The main house (Plas Glynllifon) is in different ownership to the surrounding land 

which is used by Grwp Llandrillo Menai.  The application site is separated from Plas 

Glynllifon by Coed y Terrace, which comprises established woodland and provides 

screening between the two, and is at a higher level than the main house. 

Figure 3.1 Aerial image showing location of the application site 

 

3.4 The land that forms the application site incorporates the existing buildings at this 

location and land around these, as can be seen in Figure 3.2.  The existing buildings 

include two purpose built agricultural sheds (one used as a lambing shed and another 

as a sheep shed), and a former pheasantry building.  These buildings (identified in 

Figure 3.2.) are proposed to be demolished as part of the proposed development.  The 

two agricultural sheds are modern structures as can be seen in Figure 3.3, whilst the 
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former pheasantry building is of stone, with a brick section on the upper part of the 

northwestern end.  Figures 3.4 and 3.5 contains photographs of the former pheasantry 

building.  Figures 3.6 – 3.8 show the application site from Fort Williamsburg. 

Figure 3.2 Existing block plan 

 

Figure 3.3 Existing agricultural buildings 

 

Figure 3.4 Former pheasantry building (northwestern end) 
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Figure 3.5 Former pheasantry building (southeaster end) on left 

 

Figure 3.6 View looking southeast across Fort Williamsburg towards 

application site 

 

Figure 3.7 View from inside Fort Williamsburg looking southwest across the fort 

towards application site 
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Figure 3.8 View from tower looking southeast across Fort Williamsburg towards 

application site 

 

3.5 Access to the application site is via an existing internal access track which is accessible 

from the main college campus to the north.  In addition to the buildings within the 

application site area, there is an existing pond surrounded by trees in the southern part 

of the site as can be seen on the accompanying plans.  There is a single storey mid-

20th century brick building located between the application site and the fort.  The 

application site as a whole is located within the Grade I listed Glynllifon registered 

historic park and garden and there are three significant views identified that originate 

from Fort Williamsburg and relate to the application site (Figure 3.9). 

Figure 3.9 Extract of plan showing significant views in relation to application 

site 

 

Source: Cadw 
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3.6 There are seven listed buildings within Fort Williamsburg and the location of these in 

relation to the application site is shown in Figure 3.8.  The list descriptions can be found 

in Appendix A. 

Figure 3.8 Location of listed buildings at Fort Williamsburg 

 

1 Tower at Fort Williamsburg 

2 Magazine at Fort Williamsburg 

3 Tunnel passage at Fort Williamsburg 

4 Gatehouse at Fort Williamsburg 

5 Armoury at Fort Williamsburg 

6 Barracks at Fort Williamsburg 

7 Outer defensive wall to Fort 

Williamsburg 

3.7 As well as the listed buildings within the application site, the Historic Environment 

Record identifies PRN 5768 which is a prehistoric axe hammer findspot located just to 

the west of the existing agricultural buildings. 

Planning history 

3.8 There is no recent relevant planning history relating to the application site.   
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4. The proposed development 

4.1 The proposed development, comprising of a £1.3M sheep milking facility and lamb 

rearing unit, forms part of a series of new projects at Coleg Glynllifon by Grwp Llandrillo-

Menai, as it seeks to build on its recent successes and consolidate its position at the 

cutting-edge of agricultural learning and the rural economy. 

4.2 The proposal would be developed on an area of land within Coleg Glynllifon where two 

existing sheep sheds are present. These would be demolished to accommodate the 

proposed Welsh Sheep Centre and lamb rearing unit.  Figure 3.2 shows the location of 

the buildings proposed for demolition. 

4.3 Two of the existing agricultural buildings, the lambing shed and sheep shed, along with 

the existing stone and brick former Pheasantry building, are proposed to be 

demolished. This will provide a clear site to accommodate two new purpose-built 

agricultural buildings comprising of the main sheep shed with a milking parlour, which 

is the larger of the two buildings, along with the lambing/lamb rearing shed.  

4.4 The sheep centre would measure 43m x 56m, providing a floorspace of 2,105sqm with 

a height of 8.4m to the ridge and 4.7m to the eaves. The lambing/lamb rearing shed 

would measure 16m x 30m, providing a floorspace of 480sqm, with a height of 6.5m to 

the ridge and 5m to the eaves.  The proposed new buildings will be modern purpose 

building agricultural buildings, but will incorporate traditional materials such as stone to 

reflect the historic setting of the application site. 

Welsh Sheep Centre 

• Roof: profiled steel roof with rooflights 

• Walls: Yorkshire Boarding and ventilated profile steel wall cladding with concrete 

panels below. Stonework wall to the ancillary facilities part of the building using 

reclaimed stone from the demolished Pheasantry building where possible.  

• Doors: sliding timber doors and materials of other doors to be confirmed.  

• Windows: specification of windows to be confirmed.  

Lambing/lamb rearing shed 

• Roof: profiled steel roof with rooflights 

• Walls: Yorkshire Boarding with concrete panels below.  

• Doors:  timber doors and materials of other doors to be confirmed.  
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Figure 4.1 Proposed Welsh sheep centre elevations 

North 

elevation 

 

East 

elevation 

 

South 

elevation  

 

West 

elevation 

 

 

Figure 4.2 Proposed sheep shed elevations 

North 

elevation 

 

East 

elevation 

 

South 

elevation  

 

West 

elevation 

 

4.5 Figure 4.3 contains the existing and proposed site plans for comparison, with the 

location of the above proposed new buildings shown on the proposed site plan.  
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Figure 4.3 Existing and proposed site plan 

Existing  

 
 

Proposed  
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5. History and development 

5.1 Due to the Gwynedd Archives being closed to the public during the course of the 

preparation of this document, it has not been possible to carry out comprehensive 

research for the application site and historic development of the farmyards. However, 

online and other available written matter has been studied. 

5.2 In The Buildings of Wales - Gwynedd1, Glynllifon is described as being ‘½ mile SE (of 

Llandwrog), in the valley of the Llifon river.  Acquired by the Wynn family soon after 

1700.  Sir Thomas Wynn (d. 1749), who held court appointments for George II in 

London, started the formal gardens.  These became by stages up to the late 19th 

Century the best artificial water gardens North Wales has produced; but the dominance 

of the huge cement-rendered house (which as re-built extends to twenty-five windows) 

and of the Victorian arboretum of exotic evergreens, compounded since the 1950s by 

forestry plantation, makes their earlier qualities hard to capture…The predecessor of 

Glynllifon was mostly destroyed in a fire in 1836.  It was built in 1751 by Sir John Wynn 

(d. 1773), son of Sir Thomas, apparently next to the house of 1608 built by Sir William 

Glynne…The present mansion was commissioned from Edward Haycock of 

Shrewsbury, to stand of the cellars of the 1751 house.  It was completed and fully 

furnished by 1846.’   

5.3 There are known to have been at least four houses on, or close to, the site of the 

present house with Sir William Glynne rebuilding a previous house around 1600, Sir 

John Wynn rebuilding it in 1751 and then the current house which was built when fire 

destroyed the 1751 house.  It is believed that all that remains of the 1751 house is the 

vestibule which is said to have been removed to form the kitchen range, the fabric of 

the range of the north sides of the kitchen court, and early downpipes and rainwater-

heads on this wing including one dated 17512.  The 19th Century rebuilt house is of 

stone with a stucco finish in the Renaissance style.   

5.4 Glynllifon was for many generations the seat of one of the most important families on 

Caernarvonshire, first the Glynnes and then the Wynn family of Bodfean.  Sir Thomas 

Wynn (1677-1749), 1st Baronet, was a politician and sat in the House of Commons from 

1713 until 1749.  He was the eldest son of Griffith Wynn of Bodvean and his wife, 

Catherine Vaughan (daughter of William Vaughan of Corsygedol in Merioneth.  In 1700 

he married Francis Glynn, daughter of John Glynn of Glynnllivon and Elizabeth who 

 
1 The Buildings of Wales – Gwynedd. Haslam, Orbach and Voelcker 2009 
2 An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Caernarvonshire: II Central 
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was the granddaughter of Sir Huw Owen.  Sir Thomas became the Sheriff of 

Caernarvonshire in 1712 and was appointed equerry to the Prince of Wales in 1714, 

holding this post until 1724 when he became Clerk to the Household to the Prince of 

Wales.  He was also Constable of Caernarvon Castle, Forester of Snowdon Steward 

of Bardsey, and Clerk of the Green Cloth.   

5.5 Sir Thomas was succeeded by his son, Sir John Wynn (1701-1773), 2nd Baronet, who 

also sat in the House of Commons between 1740 and 1768.  He also held the positions 

of Forester of Snowdon, Steward of Bardsey and High Sheriff of Caernarvonshire.  Sir 

John married Jane Wynne, daughter of John Wynne MP and his wife Sydney Wynn, 

sister of Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn, 3rd Baronet.  On his death, Sir John was succeeded 

by his son Sir Thomas Wynn, 1st Baron Newborough and 3rd Baronet (1736-1807).   

5.6 Sir Thomas Wynn (1736-1807) was succeeded by his eldest son, Sir Thomas John 

Wynn, 2nd Baron Newborough (1802-1832) who died unmarried and was himself 

succeeded by his younger brother, Spencer Bulkeley Wynn, 3rd Baron Newborough 

(1803-1888) who owned Glynllifon when the 1751 house was destroyed by fire in 1836.   

5.7 The gardens and parkland around the house were changed by the various generations 

of the family and they are considered to generally have the character of two 19th Century 

periods which are not easily distinguished.  The list description for the registered historic 

park and garden states that the main phases of construction are the 18th and 19th 

Centuries and goes on to state that the 19th Century layout is largely preserved, with 

some elements of the earlier design surviving.  It also states that the park includes large 

area of woodland and farmland, which are interspersed with each other to give several 

discrete areas of each.  The list description states ‘north of the house, close to the farm 

buildings, is another block of farmland, with woods beyond it along the western edge.  

South of the house, the pattern is more fragmented, with smaller areas of farmland and 

pieces of woodland, possibly originally shooting coverts, including narrow strips along 

most of the southern part of the western edge.  The farmland was once mostly parkland 

but is losing its character as park trees die and are not replaced’.  The full list description 

for the registered historic park and garden can be found in Appendix B. 

5.8 Glynllifon is located in the parish of Llandwrog, which was described in the National 

Gazetteer of Great Britain and Ireland (1968) as ‘LLANDWROG, a parish in the hundred 

of Uwch-Gorfai, county Carnarvon, 4 miles S.W. of Carnarvon, its post town, and 14 

from Nevin. It is situated near the northern extremity of Carnarvon Bay, and includes 

the villages of Bethesda and Tylon. The neighbourhood yields copper and slate. A large 
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number of the people are employed in the slate quarries, from whence there is a tram-

road to Carnarvon. Edward I. is said to have once made a stay here. The living is a 

rectory* in the diocese of Bangor, value £314, in the patronage of the Bishop of 

Llandaff. There is also the district church of St. Thomas. The parish church, dedicated 

to St. Twrog, has recently been restored. Here is an hospital, or almshouse, founded 

by Mrs. Glynne, for the reception of twelve ladies of reduced circumstances, and 

endowed with property producing £200 per annum. There are other charities amounting 

to about £18. The Roman road Sarn Helen passed through this district, and overlooking 

the sea is Dinas Dinlle, a strongly fortified camp with a double range of escarpments, 

said to have been connected with Segontium. Lord Newborough is lord of the manor, 

and sole proprietor’. 

5.9 One of the key elements of the park is Fort Williamsburg which is located to the 

southeast of the house and was created in 1761 by Thomas Wynn in order to train his 

militia, with later additions between 1773-1776.  The fort is roughly square with angle 

bastions that are linked by ramparts, and surrounded by a ditch.  This is located just to 

the north of the proposed new agricultural buildings and the identified significant views 

originate from this location.  It is a prominent and important feature of the park, being 

raised up within the landscape. 

5.10 The Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Caernarvonshire: II Central describes Fort 

Williamsburg as standing on rising ground in the park southeast of Glynllifon and states 

that ‘The fort is a roughly rectangular enclosure indented to form angle bastions, which 

is produced round the NE angle to make an outer line of similar traces varied by a slight 

salient on the N.  The single ditch on the W. is nearly 12 ft. deep with an escarpment 

wall of low relief which has a firing-step of earth; the double ditches and walls from N. 

to S.E. are of similar profile. There are gates at the level of the ditch on the W., N. and 

S., and an inner gate on the N. approached by a bridge. This has an ornamental 

gatehouse, a single chamber with pairs of loops to front and rear; its floor is of pebbles 

decoratively laid; towards the courtyard it has a round-arched doorway with a niche and 

loop on both sides. The wall is plastered and has terracotta paterae. In the S.E. corner 

of the fort are the barrack buildings or "summer pavilion", consisting of a main H.Q. 

building and two adjacent domestic buildings. The H.Q. is a simple rectangular stone 

structure with a low-pitched hipped roof of slate. The main front is in stucco and has 

three tall semicircular headed windows. It contains one main room with some offices 

behind. This room was used until recently as a military museum, and when visited it 

still contained quantities of flint-lock and percussion-cap muskets, and the standard of 
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the "Newborough Association". In the N. W. corner of the enclosure is an elevated 

platform reached by a short subterranean passage intended possibly as a magazine. 

On the platform stands a hexagonal castellated tower. On the N.W. facet of the tower 

is a stone plaque with the inscription "Williamsburg Fort " in Gothic characters. The 

tower is said to be later than the remainder of the fort’. 

5.11 On the tithe map (1849), a number of buildings are shown at Fort Williamsburg, 

including a structure in the location of the pheasantry building as can be seen in Figures 

5.1 and 5.2.  Table 5.1 contains the tithe apportionment and  

Figure 5.1 Tithe map extract 

 

Figure 5.2 Tithe map extract (close up of area around Fort Williamsburg) 
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Table 5.1 Tithe map apportionment 

Field 

no. 

Farm 

name 

Land use Landowner Occupier Acreage 

675 Glynllifon Pasture Spencer Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

75 acres, 

1 rood, 

18 

perches 

676 Glynllifon Meadow Spencer Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

5 acres, 

0 roods, 

18 

perches 

677 Glynllifon Wood Spencer Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

1 acre, 2 

roods 

682 Glynllifon Pasture Spencer Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

Spencer 

Bulkeley 

Wynn, Lord 

Newborough 

6 acres, 

2 roods, 

30 

perches 

5.12  The OS first edition map shown in Figure 5.3 clearly shows the fort as part of the estate. 

Figure 5.3 Extract of OS first edition map 
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5.13 The 1900 25-inch OS map (Figure 5.4) clearly shows the layout of the fort at this date, 

and also shows the stone and brick former pheasantry building with an enclosure to the 

northwest.  It is this part of the current building that has brick on the upper part of the 

stone wall section indicating that this was added at a later date.  It is still shown as an 

enclosure on the 1953 OS map (Figure 5.5).  No buildings are shown in the location of 

the proposed new agricultural buildings. 

Figure 5.4 OS 25-inch map extract (1900) 

 

Figure 5.5 OS 6-inch map extract (1953) 
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6. Significance and contribution of setting 

6.1 The application site is located within a Grade I registered historic park and garden in 

close proximity to, and within the setting of, a number of Grade II* listed buildings. 

6.2 The registered historic park and garden was historically extensively used for recreation, 

but in relation to Fort Williamsburg the list description states ‘Other notable features (of 

the park) include the eighteenth-century Fort Williamsburg (LB: 3791; 20465 - 20470 – 

built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761’ and that ‘From the park there are views towards 

Yr Eifl to the south and Snowdonia to the east, especially from significant points such 

as Fort Williamsburg, has some of the best views in the park’.  Figure 6.1 shows the 

significant views as identified in relation to the application site. 

Figure 6.1 Significant views in relation to the application site 

 

Source: Cadw 

6.3 There are four established heritage values that are used to determine the significance 

of a heritage asset, and these are defined as follows: 

Evidential value 

 
The potential of a place to yield evidence about past human 
activity 
 

Historical value 

 
The ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be 
connected through a place to the present.  This can be illustrative 
or associative 
 

Aesthetic value 

 
The ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual 
stimulation from a place 
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Communal 
value 

 
The meaning of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom 
it figures in their collective experience or memory 
 

6.4 The application site has been evaluated as follows: 

• Evidential value – medium 

The application site contains a contains a former pheasantry building (which has been 

altered), is within the registered historic park and garden, and contains the potential for 

below ground archaeology.  It is also close to Fort Williamsburg (although separated 

by later development) and therefore has the potential for below ground archaeology 

although the previous development is likely to have disturbed this.  The application site 

is therefore considered to have medium evidential value. 

• Historical value – medium 

The application site forms a key part of the historic park and garden area associated 

with Plas Glynllifon, and is located in an historically important location.  It contains one 

historic building and is therefore considered to have medium historical value. 

• Aesthetic value – low 

The application site is located to the southeast of Plas Glynllifon, in a rural area, and 

contains a combination of one small historic building and later, larger, agricultural 

structures.  The former pheasantry building is in a poor state of repair, and the site has 

been significantly altered by the erection of the later buildings.  It is therefore considered 

to have low aesthetic value. 

• Communal value – high 

The application site forms part of the historical development of the Glynllifon Estate, 

which was a key part of the social and economic history of Glynllifon and the wider North 

Wales area.  The former military training and pheasantry uses of the application site and 

the land immediately around it would have been used by, and employed, local people 

and the fort was important in a wider context.  The application site is highly visible in the 

landscape and forms an integral part of this.  It is therefore considered to have high 

communal value. 

6.5 Understanding the significance of a heritage asset, or part of one, is essential in being 

able to assess the potential impact of a development. Technical Advice Note 24 The 

Historic Environment 2017 defines significance as ‘The sum of the cultural and natural 

heritage values of a place’.  

6.6 Using the four heritage values above, the site can be considered to be of high 

significance due to its evidential, historical and communal values in particular.  
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6.7 The potential impact of the development on the four heritage values outlined above is 

summarised below: 

Evidential 

value 

Moderate negative impact – the proposal involves the demolition of the 

former pheasantry building which is the only historic building within the 

application site.  There is the potential for below ground archaeology 

to exist but the development could however provide the opportunity for 

further archaeological evidence to be discovered e.g. via a watching 

brief. 

Historical 

value 

Minor negative impact – the proposals do not affect the overall historic 

value of the application site as the existing agricultural use is retained, 

but they will involve the development of previously undeveloped 

agricultural land that formed part of the layout of the overall historic 

park and garden although this has already undergone changes in this 

location. 

Aesthetic 

value 

Minor negative impact – the proposals involve the removal of a number 

of later agricultural structures and their replacement with larger 

agricultural structures that extend the development slightly to the south 

of the existing buildings.  The erection of the new buildings however 

does have some potential to detract from the aesthetic value of the site 

in respect of the loss of a small area of agricultural land, and therefore 

overall, the proposals are considered to have a minor negative impact. 

Communal 

value 

Neutral impact – due to the nature of the proposals and the existing 

use of the application site, there will be no impact on its communal 

value. 

6.8 The setting of an historic asset includes the surroundings in which it is understood, 

experienced and appreciated embracing present and past relationships to the 

surrounding landscape. 

6.9 The application site is well screened from Plas Glynllifon by the mature trees and 

woodland that are located between the two, and the distance between them, as well as 

the fort which is raised up within the landscape. In this respect, it makes a limited visual 

contribution to the main house, and it is only in a much wider context that the two can 

be seen in relation to each other. The application site however is in close proximity to 

Fort Williamsburg and is visible from this as can be seen in Figures 3.6 – 3.8.   
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6.10 The impact of change within the setting of historic assets is assessed in five main 

stages:  

• Identifying the historic assets; 

• Defining and analysing the setting;  

• Evaluating the potential impact of the change;  

• Consider options to mitigate the changes;  

• Document the assessment. 

6.11 Conservation is about the management of change and there are generally many factors 

to take into account when considering proposals that affect historic assets, particularly 

in respect of the setting of these. Any decisions made need to be balanced and based 

on a clear understanding of heritage values and significance. 

6.12 The listed buildings that have the potential to be detrimentally affected in terms of 

setting are all Grade II* and associated with Fort Williamsburg as outlined above. The 

setting of these has already been altered by the erection of the existing agricultural 

buildings which are all located to the south of the fort.  The size, scale and location of 

the proposed new buildings is greater than at present, but due to the fact that the 

existing agricultural buildings will be removed, and the built development extended on 

the opposite side of the site to the fort there, and the ridge line of the building is set 

away from the northern boundary of the application site, there will be little change in 

the context of the setting of the fort. 

6.13 There will be a slight impact of the views towards the fort from south of the application 

site but a 1m high bund and landscaping is proposed that will provide screening and 

none is currently present in this location meaning that the existing agricultural buildings 

are not screened.  In addition to this, the existing and proposed new buildings are at a 

lower ground level than the fort and the existing trees around the pond are proposed to 

be retained. 

6.14 Key attributes of the site and the setting of Fort Williamsburg are the agricultural and 

parkland nature of the surrounding landscape and the agricultural nature of the 

buildings themselves and the associated yard.  Whilst the agricultural nature of the site 

is not historic, it is however the current use and therefore little change to the pre-

development condition of the setting of the identified historic assets will result from the 

proposals.  The proposals will reflect another phase in the development of the site, in 

addition to the 20th Century changes, reflecting the change in working farm practices, 

environmental matters and animal welfare. 
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6.15 Other than the former pheasantry building which is proposed for demolition in order to 

accommodate the new building, the identified historic assets will still be clearly visible.  

Discussions have taken place with the Conservation Officer regarding the demolition 

of this building.   
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7. Summary and conclusion 

7.1 The proposals which are the subject of this application relate to the demolition of a 

number of buildings at the Glynllifon College Farm, and the erection of a two new 

livestock sheds, together with associated facilities and a milking parlour, creation of a 

landscaping bund and associated works. 

7.2 The location of the new agricultural buildings in a location already used for this purpose 

is considered to be the most appropriate way to provide the facilities required as it has 

least impact on the historic environment.  Whilst the proposals do extend the built 

development slightly further to the south than at present, this is on existing agricultural 

land, and landscaping is proposed on the southern boundary as can be seen on the 

plans.  As a result, any impact on the character, appearance and setting of the overall 

registered historic park and garden is kept to a minimum and there will not be any 

unacceptable impact on this as a result.  Similarly, the impact on setting of the listed 

buildings at Fort Williamsburg will be minimal. 

7.3 The main impact will be from the south in close proximity to the application site, 

however the new landscaping will help to reduce this impact.  Despite the previous 

groundworks at the site, there is the potential for below ground archaeology and it is 

likely that an archaeological watching brief could be required during any groundworks.  

This could provide additional evidence as to previous landscape layouts or earlier uses 

of the site. 

7.4 There is a balance to be achieved between sustainability, economic change, changing 

farm practices and protecting the historic environment. As demonstrated in this report 

and accompanying documents, in respect of the historic environment, it is considered 

that although there will be some negative impacts arising in terms of setting, these will 

be minimal, and therefore the proposals are considered to be in line with the relevant 

policies and guidance.    
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20469

Building
Number

 

Grade

II*  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

29/05/1968  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Armoury at Fort Williamsburg
including attached screen walls  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

246067  

Northing

355061  

Street Side

 

Location

Facing into the former parade ground and backing onto the Barracks at the
south-east corner of Fort Williamsburg which is situated approximately 0.5km
south-east of the house.  

Description

Broad Class

Defence  

Period

 

History
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Fort Williamsburg was built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761 following his election as MP for Caernarvonshire and his
appointment as Constable of Caernarvon Castle and Lord Lieutenant making him responsible for the county's militia.
He was a notable eccentric of his day and he carried out these responsibilities in an unparalleled way, by building his
own private garrison within the park at the family home. 

On the day of George III's coronation (September 1761) Wynn founded 'The Society or Garrison at Fort Williamsburg in
Glynllifon Park' and he also created 'The Holy Order of Sisterhood United, Connected and Regulated with the Free,
Firm and Friendly Garrison of Williamsburg' - a unique volunteer organisation. The intention was for the garrison to
comprise a Commander in Chief, a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 100 Officers, an Archdeacon, 24 chaplains, 24
honorary members and an unlimited number of volunteers. Although the officers were not part of the regular army they
wore full and colourful uniform all at Wynn's expense.  

The Caernarvonshire Militia was mobilised for a year while there was a threat of French invasion but even after the
1763 Treaty of Paris the muster books show that the Williamsburg garrison continued to meet. However, having
realised that Fort Williamsburg had limited strategic capability, and with the American War of Independence once again
threatening British shores, Wynn began work on Fort Belan begun in 1775. 

The armoury appears to be contemporary with the main part of the gatehouse to the north and therefore is possibly
part of the alterations said to have been made between 1832 and 1840 - again the style recalls that of the rebuilding of
the main house between 1836 and 1848. This building has also been referred to as the Headquarters Building.   

Exterior

Roughly square building that is Neo-classical to north-west facing into the parade ground and with some simple
Gothick treatment to the rear. Mostly single storey but two-storey to rear. Rubble construction, mostly cement-rendered.
Slate roof with wide eaves and paired and dentilled brick chimney stacks. The main 3-bay front with pediment
treatment given by toothed cornice over the three tall round-arched openings. The central of these was originally a
doorway but has been converted into a window; the windows are small-pane three-tier sashes including lunettes. An
impost band and corresponding bases gives the design the appearance of having pilasters. 9-pane sash to sides.
Rubble to the rear facing the Barracks with blocked 1st floor openings and only one small-pane pivot window
remaining. At either end of the ground floor are boarded doors with pointed-arched heads within square-headed
openings. Between are three 2-light windows with Gothick small-pane casement glazing; slate lintels.  

Either side are attached quadrant screen walls of rubble both with arched gateways into the former parade ground.
That to south (left) returns back to the tunnelled gateway that leads into the barracks. 

The fort is roughly square with redans to the four corners and with surrounding ditches and revetment walls.   

Interior

Not accessible at time of inspection as used for storage by Gwynedd Archives.   



25/07/2022, 21:44 Listed Buildings - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/listedbuilding/FullReport?lang=&id=20469 3/4

Reason for designation

Listed grade II* as an integral part of this rare and remarkable British example of an C18 private fortification. 

Group value with other listed items at Fort Williamsburg.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20470

Building
Number

 

Grade

II*  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

29/05/1968  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Barracks at Fort Williamsburg  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

246080  

Northing

355054  

Street Side

 

Location

At the south-east corner of Fort Williamsburg which is situated approximately
0.5km south-east of the house  

Description

Broad Class

Defence  

Period

 

History

Fort Williamsburg was built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761 following his election as MP for Caernarvonshire and his
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appointment as Constable of Caernarvon Castle and Lord Lieutenant making him responsible for the county's militia.
He was a notable eccentric of his day and he carried out these responsibilities in an unparalleled way, by building his
own private garrison within the park at the family home. 

On the day of George III's coronation (September 1761) Wynn founded 'The Society or Garrison at Fort Williamsburg in
Glynllifon Park' and he also created 'The Holy Order of Sisterhood United, Connected and Regulated with the Free,
Firm and Friendly Garrison of Williamsburg' - a unique volunteer organisation. The intention was for the garrison to
comprise a Commander in Chief, a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 100 Officers, an Archdeacon, 24 chaplains, 24
honorary members and an unlimited number of volunteers. Although the officers were not part of the regular army they
wore full and colourful uniform all at Wynn's expense.  

The Caernarvonshire Militia was mobilised for a year while there was a threat of French invasion but even after the
1763 Treaty of Paris the muster books show that the Williamsburg garrison continued to meet. However, having
realised that Fort Williamsburg had limited strategic capability, and with the American War of Independence once again
threatening British shores, Wynn began work on Fort Belan begun in 1775. 

Given the numbers intended for this garrison the barracks are likely to be primary to the fort but stylistically they may
have been altered during the alterations said to have been made between 1832 and 1840 as there are similarities of
detail with the adjacent Armoury. Subsequently converted into estate cottages of which most are now disused.   

Exterior

Roughly horseshoe shape 2-storey barracks block built of local rubble, largely roughcast to the outer side and with a
slate roof; red brick chimney stacks with toothed cornices as on the Armoury. Gabled entrance front with immensely tall
round-headed arched entry to deeply recessed and much lower door. There is a gabled bellcote at the apex with bell in
situ, cast by Mears of London Founders. To the right are two horned 9-pane sashes and to left two slit windows with
lozenge-paned glazing. The main accommodation ranges are splayed back to either side around a small courtyard. On
the outer side to the right of the entrance is a similar lozenge-paned window and then beyond a corner an elevation
with central gabled chimney breast flanked by an assortment of windows and a doorway with bracketed cornice,
boarded door and 4-pane overlight; sash windows to 1st floor, that to the right small-pane, and to the ground floor a
similar 2-light casement to those on the back of the Armoury. Similar elevation to left of the main entrance except not
roughcast. 

The main door with slate dressed reveals opens onto a tunnel-passage with arched entry into the courtyard at the far
end. Above this inner arch is a boarded loft door. Here the rubble elevations have red brick jambs and infill of different
periods; some of the brick appears later C19. Various small-pane sash windows, mostly 12-pane to 1st floor and 16-
pane below although there are tripartite windows either side of the entrance. Bracketed cornice to one doorway and an
added lean-to porch. Cast-iron hand pump survives opposite entrance. 

The fort is roughly square with redans to the four corners and with surrounding ditches and revetment walls.   

Interior
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Reason for designation

Listed grade II* as an integral part of this rare and remarkable British example of an C18 private fortification. 

Group value with other listed items at Fort Williamsburg.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20468

Building
Number

 

Grade

II*  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

29/05/1968  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Gatehouse at Fort Williamsburg  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

246044  

Northing

355112  

Street Side

 

Location

Built into the bank on the north side of the fort accessed from the main north
entrance via a footbridge across the ditch; faces into the former parade
ground. Fort Williamsburg is approximately 0.5km south-east of the house.  

Description

Broad Class

Defence  

Period

 

History
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Fort Williamsburg was built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761 following his election as MP for Caernarvonshire and his
appointment as Constable of Caernarvon Castle and Lord Lieutenant making him responsible for the county's militia.
He was a notable eccentric of his day and he carried out these responsibilities in an unparalleled way, by building his
own private garrison within the park at the family home. 

On the day of George III's coronation (September 1761) Wynn founded 'The Society or Garrison at Fort Williamsburg in
Glynllifon Park' and he also created 'The Holy Order of Sisterhood United, Connected and Regulated with the Free,
Firm and Friendly Garrison of Williamsburg' - a unique volunteer organisation. The intention was for the garrison to
comprise a Commander in Chief, a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 100 Officers, an Archdeacon, 24 chaplains, 24
honorary members and an unlimited number of volunteers. Although the officers were not part of the regular army they
wore full and colourful uniform all at Wynn's expense.  

The Caernarvonshire Militia was mobilised for a year while there was a threat of French invasion but even after the
1763 Treaty of Paris the muster books show that the Williamsburg garrison continued to meet. However, having
realised that Fort Williamsburg had limited strategic capability, and with the American War of Independence once again
threatening British shores, Wynn began work on Fort Belan begun in 1775. 

This gatehouse appears to be of two periods with the front part facing the parade ground being later, perhaps part of
the alterations said to have been made between 1832 and 1840 as the Neo-classical style has similarities to that of the
contemporary rebuilding of the main house.   

Exterior

Gatehouse designed more in the manner of a Neo-classical garden pavilion. The main part faces the former parade
ground and is of red brick construction, now cement rendered, and with a hipped slate roof and bracketed eaves. This
roof is continued back over the lean-to rear entrance of rubble construction. The symmetrical front has a central 2-order
arch flanked by smaller blind arched recesses below a deep bandcourse at impost level with paterae ornament; plaster
roundels above. The recesses have viewing slits. Arched entrance at the opposite end and attached footbridge over
the ditch.  

The fort is roughly square with redans to the four corners and with surrounding ditches and revetment walls.   

Interior

Central slate flagged path flanked by cobbled floor with geometric pattern of medallions, hearts and flowers. The later
part is a single chamber and there are further viewing apertures through to the rear part that tunnels into the bank.   

Reason for designation

Listed grade II* as an integral part of this rare and remarkable British example of an C18 private fortification. 
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Group value with other listed items at Fort Williamsburg.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20465

Building
Number

 

Grade

II*  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

29/05/1968  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Magazine at Fort Williamsburg  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245992  

Northing

355103  

Street Side

 

Location

Situated immediately beside the Tower near the north-west corner of Fort
Williamsburg, approximately 0.5km south-east of the house. Reached via a
tunnel passage from the Parade Ground.  

Description

Broad Class

Defence  

Period

 

History
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Fort Williamsburg was built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761 following his election as MP for Caernarvonshire and his
appointment as Constable of Caernarvon Castle and Lord Lieutenant making him responsible for the county's militia.
He was a notable eccentric of his day and he carried out these responsibilities in an unparalleled way, by building his
own private garrison within the park at the family home. 

On the day of George III's coronation (September 1761) Wynn founded 'The Society or Garrison at Fort Williamsburg in
Glynllifon Park' and he also created 'The Holy Order of Sisterhood United, Connected and Regulated with the Free,
Firm and Friendly Garrison of Williamsburg' - a unique volunteer organisation. The intention was for the garrison to
comprise a Commander in Chief, a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 100 Officers, an Archdeacon, 24 chaplains, 24
honorary members and an unlimited number of volunteers. Although the officers were not part of the regular army they
wore full and colourful uniform all at Wynn's expense.  

The Caernarvonshire Militia was mobilised for a year while there was a threat of French invasion but even after the
1763 Treaty of Paris the muster books show that the Williamsburg garrison continued to meet. However, having
realised that Fort Williamsburg had limited strategic capability, and with the American War of Independence once again
threatening British shores, Wynn began work on Fort Belan begun in 1775. 

The magazine is likely to have been one of the original buildings at the Fort; modern restoration.   

Exterior

Circular rubble stone structure with flat roof set below a mound as a baffle. To north-west is a pointed arched doorway
with brick voussoirs below a stone plaque inscribed 'Magazine'. On the other side are steps up to a viewing platform. 

The fort is roughly square with redans to the four corners and with surrounding ditches and revetment walls.   

Interior

Vaulted with brick floor.   

Reason for designation

Listed grade II* as an integral part of this rare and remarkable British example of an C18 private fortification. 

Group value with other listed items at Fort Williamsburg.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20467

Building
Number

 

Grade

II*  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

29/05/1968  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Outer Defensive Wall to Fort
Williamsburg  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

246071  

Northing

355020  

Street Side

 

Location

Forming a perimeter to the fort which is approximately 0.5km south-east of the
house and reached by the south drive.  

Description

Broad Class

Defence  

Period

 

History
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Fort Williamsburg was built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761 following his election as MP for Caernarvonshire and his
appointment as Constable of Caernarvon Castle and Lord Lieutenant making him responsible for the county's militia.
He was a notable eccentric of his day and he carried out these responsibilities in an unparalleled way, by building his
own private garrison within the park at the family home. 

On the day of George III's coronation (September 1761) Wynn founded 'The Society or Garrison at Fort Williamsburg in
Glynllifon Park' and he also created 'The Holy Order of Sisterhood United, Connected and Regulated with the Free,
Firm and Friendly Garrison of Williamsburg' - a unique volunteer organisation. The intention was for the garrison to
comprise a Commander in Chief, a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 100 Officers, an Archdeacon, 24 chaplains, 24
honorary members and an unlimited number of volunteers. Although the officers were not part of the regular army they
wore full and colourful uniform all at Wynn's expense.  

The Caernarvonshire Militia was mobilised for a year while there was a threat of French invasion but even after the
1763 Treaty of Paris the muster books show that the Williamsburg garrison continued to meet. However, having
realised that Fort Williamsburg had limited strategic capability, and with the American War of Independence once again
threatening British shores, Wynn began work on Fort Belan begun in 1775. 

The outer defensive wall may be part of the 1770's enlargements.   

Exterior

Rubble roughly coursed wall, partly overgrown. The wall follows a roughly square boundary to the star-fort and have
angled bastions or redans at the four corners. These form an outer defence and are flanked by ditches. There are
gates on all four sides with arched entrances, the main entrance being that to north through the gatehouse. The wall is
broken to south by modern farmyard buildings to right of which is a tunnelled gateway that leads into the barracks.  

The fort is roughly square with redans to the four corners and with surrounding ditches and revetment walls.   

Interior

  

Reason for designation

Listed grade II* as an integral part of this rare and remarkable British example of an C18 private fortification. 

Group value with other listed items at Fort Williamsburg.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

3791

Building
Number

 

Grade

II*  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

29/05/1968  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Tower at Fort Williamsburg  

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

245997  

Northing

355099  

Street Side

 

Location

Situated approximately 0.5km south-east of the house and reached by the
south drive. The tower is the focal building within the Fort and is built on a
mound near its north-west corner, between inner and outer bastions and
reached via a tunnel.  

Description

Broad Class

Defence  

Period

 

History
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Fort Williamsburg was built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761 following his election as MP for Caernarvonshire and his
appointment as Constable of Caernarvon Castle and Lord Lieutenant making him responsible for the county's militia.
He was a notable eccentric of his day and he carried out these responsibilities in an unparalleled way, by building his
own private garrison within the park at the family home. 

On the day of George III's coronation (September 1761) Wynn founded 'The Society or Garrison at Fort Williamsburg in
Glynllifon Park' and he also created 'The Holy Order of Sisterhood United, Connected and Regulated with the Free,
Firm and Friendly Garrison of Williamsburg' - a unique volunteer organisation. The intention was for the garrison to
comprise a Commander in Chief, a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 100 Officers, an Archdeacon, 24 chaplains, 24
honorary members and an unlimited number of volunteers. Although the officers were not part of the regular army they
wore full and colourful uniform all at Wynn's expense.  

The Caernarvonshire Militia was mobilised for a year while there was a threat of French invasion but even after the
1763 Treaty of Paris the muster books show that the Williamsburg garrison continued to meet. However, having
realised that Fort Williamsburg had limited strategic capability, and with the American War of Independence once again
threatening British shores, Wynn began work on Fort Belan begun in 1775. 

The tower is said by RCAHMW to be one of the additions made in 1773-76. Further alterations are said to have been
carried out between 1832 and 1840. Modern restoration.   

Exterior

The tower is set on a motte-like mound and has wide views across the estate and out to sea. It is a 2-stage octagonal
tower built of brick with scribed cement render and has a crenellated parapet and a square vice tower to south. There
are band courses above each floor; the 1st floor has replaced semicircular headed horned sash windows and the
ground floor has square-headed openings including a doorway to north-west and another to the stair tower. Over the
former, main, doorway is a stone plaque inscribed 'Williamsbourg Fort'.  

The fort is roughly square with redans to the four corners and with surrounding ditches and revetment walls.   

Interior

Much restored and without significant individual features. Winding timber stairs rising to single octagonal chamber at
1st floor and on to roof level.   

Reason for designation

Listed grade II* as a key building within a rare and remarkable British example of an C18 private fortification. 

Group value with other listed items at Fort Williamsburg.   
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Full Report for Listed Buildings

Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference
Number

20466

Building
Number

 

Grade

II*  

Status

Designated  

Date of
Designation

29/05/1968  

Date of
Amendment

30/09/1999  

Name of Property

Tunnel Passage at Fort Williamsburg
 

Address

 

Location

Unitary
Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Town

 

Locality

Glynllifon  

Easting

246018  

Northing

355099  

Street Side

 

Location

On the northern side of the Fort linking the former Parade Ground and the
Tower and beyond to the outer bastions. Fort Williamsburg is approximately
0.5km south-east of the house.  

Description

Broad Class

Defence  

Period

 

History
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Fort Williamsburg was built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761 following his election as MP for Caernarvonshire and his
appointment as Constable of Caernarvon Castle and Lord Lieutenant making him responsible for the county's militia.
He was a notable eccentric of his day and he carried out these responsibilities in an unparalleled way, by building his
own private garrison within the park at the family home. 

On the day of George III's coronation (September 1761) Wynn founded 'The Society or Garrison at Fort Williamsburg in
Glynllifon Park' and he also created 'The Holy Order of Sisterhood United, Connected and Regulated with the Free,
Firm and Friendly Garrison of Williamsburg' - a unique volunteer organisation. The intention was for the garrison to
comprise a Commander in Chief, a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 100 Officers, an Archdeacon, 24 chaplains, 24
honorary members and an unlimited number of volunteers. Although the officers were not part of the regular army they
wore full and colourful uniform all at Wynn's expense.  

The Caernarvonshire Militia was mobilised for a year while there was a threat of French invasion but even after the
1763 Treaty of Paris the muster books show that the Williamsburg garrison continued to meet. However, having
realised that Fort Williamsburg had limited strategic capability, and with the American War of Independence once again
threatening British shores, Wynn began work on Fort Belan begun in 1775. 

The tower is said to be a later addition and if so this tunnel passage is likely to be contemporary with that as its primary
function is to provide access to the tower.   

Exterior

Tunnelled through the 'defensive' mound bordering the parade ground. Stone walled passage descending all the way
from the tower and turning into the tunnel beneath a brick arched opening. Within the tunnel the sides are cement
rendered and the pavement has brick tracks. 

The fort is roughly square with redans to the four corners and with surrounding ditches and revetment walls.   

Interior

  

Reason for designation

Listed grade II* as an integral part of this rare and remarkable British example of an C18 private fortification. 

Group value with other listed items at Fort Williamsburg.   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings
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Registered Historic Park & Garden

Details

Reference Number

PGW(Gd)39(GWY)

Name

Glynllifon  

Grade

I  

Date of
Designation

01/02/2022  

Status

Designated  

Location

Unitary Authority

Gwynedd  

Community

Llandwrog  

Easting

245960  

Northing

354997  

Broad Class

Gardens, Parks and Urban
Spaces  

Site Type

Landscape park with
woodland and ornamental
buildings, pleasure grounds
with water features and
other decorative elements,
walled kitchen gardens.  

Main phases of construction

Eighteenth century; nineteenth century.  

Description

Summary Description and Reason for Designation

Registered grade I as an outstanding and extensive eighteenth and nineteenth-century park and pleasure ground. The
park has a complete enclosing wall and contains landscaping, planting and many decorative features, including a vista
with fountains focused on a cascade, grottoes and intricate water features. Buildings in the park include a hermitage,
fort and mausoleum. The nineteenth-century layout is largely preserved, with some elements of the earlier design
surviving. The site is well documented. The registered park and garden has group value with the grade I listed house,
built in 1836-48 to the designs of Edward Haycock, together with the numerous associated estate outbuildings,
parkland features and garden structures at Glynllifon. 
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Glynllifon mansion (LB: 3684; NPRN: 26526) is located to the south of Caernarfon on the west coast of Gwynedd, 1km
from the sea. It is surrounded by vast parkland established in the eighteenth century and enlarged in the nineteenth,
the house situated in the north-west part. The Afon Llifon flows through the park. 

Records show that despite its size the park itself was extensively used for recreation. The park is roughly square in
shape, the south-west corner elongated, and is surrounded by a continuous high stone wall about 10km long (LB:
5924). There are several drives, many still in use though only the main west drive gives access to the house. There are
lodges at five entrances: to the north (East Lodge LB: 22445), north-west (New Lodge LB: 22446), west (Grand Lodge
LB: 20478; NPRN: 31379), south-west (Cae Maenllwyd Lodge NPRN: 406382) and east (Upper Lodge). All entrances
have arches in the wall, monumental on the west. 

The park includes large areas of woodland and farmland, which are interspersed with each other to give several
discrete areas of each. There is a broad swathe of woodland along the eastern edge of the park, farmland within it
running up to the Llifon valley and the woods south of the house; in 1824 and 1828 part of this farmland, just north of
Fort Williamsburg was a deer park. North of the house, close to the farm buildings, is another block of farmland, with
woods beyond it along the western edge. South of the house the pattern is more fragmented, with smaller areas of
farmland and pieces of woodland, possibly originally shooting coverts, including narrow strips along most of the
southern part of the western edge. The farmland was once mostly parkland but is losing its character as park trees die
and are not replaced. Much of the woodland has now been planted over with commercial conifers and most of the
original timber has been felled, though there are some survivors. 

There are ponds and reservoirs dotted about the park (NPRN: 308973-4), some for agricultural use others to feed the
water features in the pleasure grounds. Other notable features include the eighteenth-century Fort Williamsburg (LB:
3791; 20465 - 20470 – built by Sir Thomas John Wynn in 1761), a mausoleum (LB: 20464: NPRN: 23010), ‘pleasing’
bridges crossed by drives before the house (LB: 3790; 20442; 20462; 20445; 20438; NPRN: 23774), and the
earthworks of long vanished tree-clumps (401184). The park was supplied from the large walled nursery to the south,
later a pleasure garden (LB: 22444; NPRN: 400537). A cromlech, Maen Llwyd (LB: 20497; NPRN: 303384), was
erected beside the drive in the far south-western corner. 

The existing pleasure grounds were laid out by the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Lords Newborough in the second half of the
eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth. Most of the surviving features can be fairly securely ascribed to
either the 2nd or 3rd, in the nineteenth century, but the 1st Lord Newborough altered the previous layout of the park
and is therefore also likely to have been responsible for initiating the redesigning of the pleasure grounds. 

The pleasure grounds consist of lawns near the house, crossed by the river which has been canalised; a vista to the
east with a lime avenue and fountains (LB: 20439; 20476; 20474); a terrace behind the house with paths connecting
with the path system in the Llifon valley, itself a major part of the pleasure grounds; and plantations still containing
several paths to the north, south and west. There are also small garden areas near the stable block (LB: 20447) and
Children's Mill (LB: 20440). 

Ornamentation has been concentrated on the river valley, north-east of the house, almost the whole of it to the point
where the river enters the park near the East Lodge, over 1km from the Children's Mill, containing various grottoes and
caves, a hermitage, pets’ cemetery, and numerous water features, most of which are listed structures. 

Three adjacent walled gardens to the immediate west of the house. Two, to the west, are nearly square, and date from
the early nineteenth century; and a longer, narrower one to the east probably built in 1751. An unusual feature is the
tunnel connecting the gardens, designed to allow the family and their guests to inspect them with minimum effort. Their
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layout has been altered to suit their present use. 

Significant Views: The broad vista to the east of the house towards the fountain flanked by an avenue of limes. From
the park there are views towards Yr Eifl to the south and Snowdonia to the east, especially from significant points such
as Fort Williamsburg, has some of the best views in the park. Ingenious use has been made of the hillfort of Dinas
Dinlle, a significant feature on the coastline about 2km from the park wall, as an eye-catcher when looking out through
the main entrance, under the triumphal arch. 

Source: 
Cadw 1998: Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales: Conwy, Gwynedd & the Isle of
Anglesey, 206-16 (ref: PGW(Gd)39(GWY).   

[ Records 1 of 1 ]Cadw : Registered Historic Park & Garden
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